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INTRODUCTION

n the second millennium B.C., while the Elam nation was developing
a civilization alongside Babylon, Indo-European invaders gave their
name to the immense Iranian plateau where they settled. The word
“Iran” was derived from “Ayryana Vaejo.” which means “the origin of
the Aryans” These people were semi-nomads whose descendants
were the Medes and the Persians. The Medes founded the first Iranian
nation in the seventh century B.C.; it was later destroyed by Cyrus the
Great. He established what became one of the largest empires of the
ancient world, the Persian Empire, in the sixth century B.C. Iran was
referred to as Persia — its Greek name — until 1935 when Reza Shah, the
father of the last Shah of Iran, asked everyone to call the country Iran.

Iran was rich. Because of its wealth and its geographic location, it
invited attacks: From Alexander the Great, from its Arab neighbors to the
west, from Turkish and Mongolian conquerors, Iran was often subject to
foreign domination. Yet the Persian language and culture withstood
these invasions. The invaders assimilated into this strong culture, and in
some ways they became Iranians themselves.

In the twentieth century, Iran entered a new phase. Reza Shah decid-
ed to modernize and westernize the country, but meanwhile a fresh
source of wealth was discovered: oil. And with the oil came another inva-
sion. The West, particularly Great Britain, wielded a strong influence on
the Iranian economy. During the Second World War, the British, Soviets,
and Americans asked Reza Shah to ally himself with them against
Germany. But Reza Shah, who sympathized with the Germans, declared
[ran a neutral zone. So the Allies invaded and occupied Iran. Reza Shah
was sent into exile and was succeeded by his son, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, who was known simply as the Shah.



In 1951, Mohammed Mossadeq, then prime minister of Iran, national-
ized the oil industry. In retaliation, Great Britain organized an embargo
on all exports of oil from Iran. In 1953, the CIA, with the help of British
intelligence, organized a coup against him. Mossadeq was overthrown
and the Shah, who had earlier escaped from the country, returned to
power. The Shah stayed on the throne until 1979, when he fled Iran to
escape the Islamic revolution.

Since then, this old and great civilization has been discussed mostly in
connection with fundamentalism, fanaticism, and terrorism. As an Iranian
who has lived more than half of my life in Iran, I know that this image is
far from the truth. This is why writing Persepolis was so important to me.
I believe that an entire nation should not be judged by the wrongdoings
of a few extremists. I also don’t want those Iranians who lost their lives
in prisons defending freedom, who died in the war against Iraq, who suf-
fered under various repressive regimes, or who were forced to leave their
families and flee their homeland to be forgotten.

One can forgive but one should never forget.

Marjane Satrapi
Paris, September 2002






<3 THE VEIL

THIS IS5 ME WHEN | \WAS 10
YEARS OLD. THIS WaS IN 4950,

AND THIS IS A CLASS PHOTO. /M SITTIMG O THE FAR LEFT SO
YOU DON'T SEE ME, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: GOLMAZ, MAHSHID,
MHARINE, MIMNA,

M A332 A REVOLUTION TOOK PLACE. IT WaS THEM CAME 419350: THE YEAR, IT BECAME
LATER CALLED "THE ISLAMIC RENVOLUTION™, OBLIGATORY TO WEAR THE VEIL AT SCHOOL.

v

EXECUTION 1M
THE HAME OF

QOH! I'ph THE
PONSTER. OF




AND ALSD BECAUSE THE YEAR BEFORE, IN 41939, WHERE BOYS AMD GIRLS WERE TOGETHER..
WE WERE IN & FRENCH Mt:JM—R.E-!.-Il‘."lul'!.‘rl.-l‘.f.r SCHOOL.

——

THIS IS CALLED A
BCULTURAL REVOLUTION

AND THAT
WAS THAT ...




EVERMWHERE IM THE STREETS THERE WERE PEMOMSTRATIONS FOR AND AGAINST THE VEIL.

| WAS REALLY PROUD OF HER., HER PHOTO WAS

AT OME QF THE PEMOMSTRATIONS, A GERMAMN
PUBLISHED IM ALL THE EUROFEAMN MEWSPAFPERES.

JOURMNALIST TOMK & PHOTO OF MY MOTHER.

AND EVEM IM OME MAGATEIME IM IEAM.
MY MOTHER WaS REALLY SCARED,

DoN'T
WORRY
DARLING.




-l REALLY DIDN'T KMOW WHAT TO THINK ABOUT THE 1 WAS BORM WITH RELIGION,
VEIL, DEEF DOWN | WAS VERY RELIGIOUS BUT AS A
FAMILY WE WERE VERY MODERM AMD AVAMT-GARDE.,

AT THE AGE OF SI¥ | WAS ALEEADY SURE | WAS THE LasT
PROPHET. THIS WAS 4 FEW YEARS BEFORE THE REVOLUTIOM.

e —— —— ; et \j

BEFORE ME THERE HAD BEEN A FEW OTHERS

| WANTED TO BE A PROPHET.. BECAUSE MY FATHER
HAD & capiLLac.,

AMD, ABOVE ALL, BECAUSE
MY GRANDMOTHER'S KNEES
ALWAYS ACHED,




LIKE ALL MY PREDECESSORS
| HAD MY HOLY BOCK.

THE FIRST THREE RULES CAME FROM ZARATHUSTRA. HE WAS
THE FIRST PROPHET IN MY COUNTRY BEFORE THE ARAB IMNVASION.

YOU MUST BASE
EVERYTHING ON
THESE THREE RULES:
BEHAVE WELL,

| ALSO WANTED US TO CELEBRATE THE TRAPITIOMAL
FARATHUSTRIAN HOLIDAYS. LIKE THE FIRE CEREMONY,

BEFORE THE PERSIANM NEW YEAR, NOROUZ,
OM MARCH 24157, THE FIRST DAY OF SPRIMNG.

OHLY MY GRANDMOTHER KHEW ABOUT MY BOOK.

REULE HUMBER. SIY: ENERY-
BODY SHOULD HAVE A CAR.

)L

RULE HUMBER, SEVEN: ALL MAIDS SHOULD
EAT AT THE TABLE WITH THE 0THERS.

L
RULE MUMEBER EMGHT: M0 OLD PER-
SOM SHOULD HAVE T SUFFER.

N THAT CASE,
FLL BE YOUR FIRST
DISCIPLE.

BUT TELL ME HOW YOIPLL ARRANGE
FOR, OLD PEOPLE MOT TO SLFFER?

SIMPLY BE
FORBIDDEM.




EVERY NIGHT | HAD A Bty DISCUSSION WITH GOD.

GOD, GIVE ME
SOME MORE TIME,
| AM NOT QUITE

READY YET,

EXCEFT FOR, Y GRANDMUITHER | Was
CBVIDUSLY THE OHLY ONE WHD BELIEVED
I MYSELF,

WHAT DO YU
WANT TO BE WHEN

YES YOU ARE,
CELESTIAL LIGHT,

YOU ARE MY
CHOICE., MY LAST
AMND MY BEST
CHOICE.,

MY PARENTS WERE CALLED Bl BY THE TEADHER

YOUR CHILD 15
HSTURBED. SHE WANTS
TO BECOME A PROPHET.




HOMETHELESS, MY PARENTS
WERE PUEZLED,

(r WANT TO BE A vm'm_)

| FELT GUILTY TOWARDS GOD.

YOU WANT TO
BE A DOCTOR?
I THOUGHT THAT...




THE YEAR OF THE REVOLUTION | HAD TO TAKE ACTION. <0 | PUT
MY PROPHETIC DESTIMNY ASIDE FOR A WHILE.

TOAY MY NAME 1S CHE GUEVAR A,
m AMD | WANT TO BE TROTSKY.

'\
a

THE REVOLUTION IS
LIKE A BICYCLE ., WHEN
THE WHEELS DOM'T
TURM, IT FALLS.
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“AFTER A LONG SLEEP OF 2500 YEARS, THE REVOILUTION HAS FINALLY AWAKEMED THE FEOPLE.”

HLE00 YEARS OF TYRANMY AND SUBMISSION® AS MY FATHER SalD,

FIRST OUR OWH EMPEROES,

FOLLOWED BY THE MONGOLIAN INVASION FROM —~— . .("
THE EAST. A _

------
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ABOUT FIDEL CASTRO .l

| KMEWW EVERYTHIMNG AB0UT
THE CHILDR.EMN OF PALESTINE.,

j
O

il

i
i

ABOUT THE YOUNG VIETHAMESE
KILLED BY THE AMERICANS.

IN MY BOOK YOU COULD SEE MARYX AMD DESCARTES,

BUT MY FAVORITE WAS A COMIC BODK ENTITLED

"DLALECTIC MATERIALISM ¥
THE MATERIAL WORLD
BOESH'T EXIST, IT'S

ONLY A REFLECTION OF
OUR QWM IMAGINATION.

AL



0U MEAN THAT EVEN THOUG E OUCH! WHAT ARE 1 I
o e T H YOU DOING, KARL, YOU % ¢ HA' .

YOU SEE THIS STONE IN MY HAND :
IT DOESN'T EXIST SINCE I TS ONLY BROKE MY SKULL! WAl o 4

IN YOUR. IMAGINATION?

IT WAS FUMHY
TO SEE HOW MUCH
MARY AND GOD LOOKED
LIKE EACH OTHER.
THOUGH MARYK'S HAIR
WAS A BIT CURLIER.

S0 WU BOM'T WANT TO
BE A PROPHET ANYMORE?
h LET'S TALK ABOUT “-
W SOMETHING ELSE.

YOU THIMK |
LOOK LIKE pARY?

4%



THE DPOORS HAD BEEM LOCKED
FROM THE OUTSIDE & FEW
MIMUTES BEFORE THE FIRE.

— 4

N 7YY
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TOMMRROW THERE wWiLL BE
ARUTHER DEMOMSTRATION.

PORIT YOU
THIMNK | LOOK LIKE
CBVIOUSLY! WE CHE GLUEVARA?
CAN'T LET THINGS
LIKE THAT HAFPEN.

MAYEE I'LL BE
EVEM BETTER AS
FIDEL CASTRO!

i
r S |
| WANT TO COME “WITH
YOO TOMORROW!
i)
o

!

A&



[ 'I IT IS VERY DANGEROUS.
! [\ THEY SHOOT PEOPLE!
' /

[ &AM SICK AND
TIRED OF DOING IT
I8 THE GARDEN,

]
ST &

FOR & REVOLUTION TO SUCCEED,
THE EMTIRE POPULATION
MUST SUPPORT IT.

COME ON,
YOU'RE GOING -
TO BED NOW, @

=)
l

o
l

| %

\
PLEASE, - L.

,.’
Wix
FLEAS
mlfai sEEi', .

“ﬁ“

THAT MIGHT HE BIDN'T COME.

1%



= THE WATER
> «« CELL

e ——

—

MY PARENTS DEMONSTRATED EVERY DAY, \

DOWN WITH
THE KING ! _

THINGS STARTED TO DEGENERATE.
THE ARMY SHOT AT THEM.

AFTER MARCHIMG AMD THROWIMG STOHNES ALL DAY, BY EVEMNIMNG
THEY HADP ACHES ALl OVER, EVEM M THEIR HEADS.

= Al ==
HEY MOM, DAD, ’/’//’ parLinG, we V|| I
LET'S PLAY # ARE TIRED. i)
MOMNOPOLY, 7 r— Ji
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COME SIT OM MY LAP,
I'LL TRY TO EXPLAIN

b Todi IT TO YOU.
\‘I. \OU THAT?

- My TEACHER AND
f‘ 60D HIMBELF
1% i

y/
\

AS FOR ME, | LOVE THE KING,
HE WAS CHOSEM BY 6GOD.

[

) GOb DID HE DID 40! IT'S WRITTEN
NOT G_HDO‘SE OM THE FIRST PAGE OF
THE KING, OUR, SCHIOLBOOK,

b,

.l_ THE TRUTH IS THAT 50 YEARS AGD THE FATHER OF THE SHaH, WHO WAS 4 SOLPIER, ORGAMNIZED 4
| PUTSCH TO OVERTHROW THE EMPERDR. AND INSTALL A REFUBLIC.

IFIT 15 GOD's WiLl,
WE WilL REACH THE
CAPITAL IN 49 Davs,
ANE EVEM IF
HE ISH'T, “WHAT
CAN STOP US7?

19



AT THE TIME THE REFUBLICAN IDEAL WAS POPULAR IN THE REGION BUT EVERNEODY INTERFRETED IT
IM HIS DWH WAy,

GAMDHI I INDIA | ATATURE IM TURKEY

THE HINDUS
AMD THE MUSLIpAS
MUST MAKE PEACE
TO OVERTHROW
THE BRITISH.,

WE, THE TURKS,
ARE SECULAR
WESTERNERS.
FOR PROOF, LOOK AT
MY GREEM EYES.

BUT HE WASN'T LLMHOR WAS HE A
EDUCATED LIKE GANDHI, LEADER OF MEM
WHD WAS A LAWYER. .. LIKE ATATURK, WHO

. WAS A GEMERAL.

S0 THE FATHER OF THE SHAH
WANTED T0 DD THE SAME.

A BLESSIMG FOR THE VERY INFLUENTIAL BRITISH WHD S00M
LEARMED OF HIS PROTECTS.

AND THE BOLSHEVIKS
ARE MEAR.
WHAT'S THAT S0L-
DIER'S MAPME AGAINT

REEZA WE SHIULD
&0 MEET HIM,

IMMEDIATELY! PERSIA
IS FULL OF QIL!

0



WELL REFA SHI- WHEM wOU ARE EMF"EFEOE,
NING YOUR BOOTS? YOUR SECRETARY OF STATE
WILL SHINE THEM FOR YOU.

BUT THEEE ALREADY
5 &M EMPEROR!
| WANT TO CREATE
& REPUBLIC,

THE RELIGIOVS LEADERS
ARE AGAINST IT AND THEY'RE
ERIGHT. A VAST COUNTRY LIKE

YOURS HEEDS A HOLY SYAMBOL

SWHAT DD
HAVE TO BOT

YOU wiLL HAVE
EVERY THIMNG.
POWWER, SHOE
SHIMERS...

AMD THAT S

HOw HE BE-
CAME KIMNG AND
HATURALLY HIS
S04 SUCCEEDED
HiM, GO HAS
HOTHING
WHATSOEVER
TO RO WITH

THIS STOEY.

WU TUST

GIVE Vs THE
DIl AMD WE'LL
TAKE CARE OF
THE REST.

1

EMPEROR, ME?

BUT OF COURSE,
MY FRIEMD, IT7S
MUCH BETTER THAN
BEIMG PRESIDENT,

AND EVEN MORE.,
ANYTHING YOU
WAMT IN CASH!




| THIMK %0U ARE OLD EMOUGH
TO UMDERSTAMD CERTAIN
THINGS. YOU SHOULD KMOW...

WHAT DO You
MEAN THAT'S MOT
YES, AMONG , THE QUESTION?
OTHERS. BUT THAT'S

HOT THE QUESTION,

THE EMPERCE THAT
WAS CVERTHRIWH WaS
GRAMDFA'S FATHER.

Far



AT THE TIME,YOUR
GRAMDPA WAS A
YOUMG MaR AND
THE FATHER OF
THE SHAH COMFIS-
CATED EVERY-
THING HE OWMED,

AND SINCE HIS EMNTOURAGE WAS
UMEDUCATED, YOUR GRAMDPA
WAS NAMED PRIME MINISTER.

AL OF TODAY YOU ARE
M PRIME MINISTER.

DOM'T FORGET
THE TILES IN
THE BATHEOOM.

YOU'RE PLEASED,
AREN'T Y0U? YOl HAVE
DIPLOMAS, THEY HAVE

TO BE PUT TO USE.

GO RIGHT AHEAD,
DON'T LET ANY-
THING STOP YOU.

HE HAD STUDED 1M EUROFE. HE
WAS A WERY CULTIVATED MAN,
HE HAD EVEM READ MARYX.

THE WORKERS! HOW
CAM HE BELIEVE THAT
THE RABBLE CAN RULET

ONCE HE WaAS SIDETRACKED FROM

HIS PRINCELY DESTIMY, HE BEGAN
TO MEET INTELLECTUALS.

THE BOLSHEVICS MAKE MIEACLES,

THE EMPEROR OF PERSIA
IS 0T EEZA SHAH BUT
THE KING OF EMNGLAND,

CAM ALLOW HIMSELF TO
HAVE A COMSCIEMCE.,

WHEM | WAS PRIMNCE,
ALL OF THIS SEEMED
S0 DISTAMNT.
THAT 1S REALLY
THE FROBLEM OF DUR
COUMTRY: OMLY A PRIMNCE

1%

S0 HE BECAME A COMMUMIST.

IT BISGUSTS ME THAT PEOFLE
ARE COMDEMMED TD A BLEAK
FUTURE BY THEIR 0CIAL CLASS.

LONG LIVE LEMIMN,




SOMETIMES THEY PUT HIM IN A CELL
TEM
SUHE et DL FILLED WITH WATER FOR HOURS .

SENT T0O PRISOM,

.. EVERY TIME THERE WAS A KNOCK ON THE DOOR | THOUGHT
| REMEMBER. WHEN | THEY WERE COMING TO TAKE MY FATHER TO PRISON.

WaAS A sMALL GIEL...

HELLD! 1S YOUR 15 YOUR. Fa;l‘l-lfﬂ

MOTHER THERE? HOME
[ ]

STOP IT,
HE IS TIEED.
(GF COURSE wlU CAM.
Al
£

24



Gibb‘iﬁP". THE POOR MaAN ALL HIS LIFE HE
\ PRISON HAD WAS IN PAIN.
GIDDYAPL DESTROVED HIS
HEALTH. HE HAD

EHEUMATISM,

f

COME OM. THAT
TIME IS PAST.

| WANT TO
DO YOU WANT TO TAKE A BATH.

PLAY MONOPOLY?

WE CAN PLAY AFTER YOUR
BATH IF YOU WANT TO.

THAT MIGHT | STAYED A VERY LOMG TIME IN THE BATH, | WANTED
TO KNOW WHAT IT FELT LIKE TO BE IN A CELL FILLED WITH WATER,

WHAT ARE
You DOING?

5

MY HAMNDS WERE WEINKLED
WHEM | CAME OUT, LIKE
GRANDPATS,




i& @ PERSEPOLIS

OME DAY AFTER SCHOOL...

[E_wr:r-n TOLD ME THAT GRANDIA HAD BEEN IN PRICON,

HI, MOM, J

HI, GO ANP LOCK IM THE
GUEST ROOM. THERE'S
A SURPRISE FOR YOU,

THE SHAH'S FATHER
TOOK EVERYTHING WE OWNED.
| LIVED IM POVERTY.

MO, MO AS YOU SAY,

IT WAS VERY HARD FOR ME

BUT ALSD FOR YOUR MOTHER
AND FOR YDUR UNCLES.

IT MUST HAVE BEEW
VEREY HARD OMN wOU.

WHAT? YU MEAN YOU
WERE POOR TOOT

OH, YES., S0 POOR THAT WE HAD OMLY BREAD TO EAT. | WAS SO ASHAMED THAT | PRETEMDEDR TO CO0K
S0 THAT THE HEIGHBORS WOULDM'T HOTICE ANY THIMNG.

[ [ COME OM! SHE 15 TUST
SOMETHING GOOD! G :

e



TO SURNIVE | TOOK IN
SEWING AMND WITH LEFTOVER,
MATERIAL, | MADE CLOTHES
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY.

WHY ISH'T GRANDPA
THERE? WAS HE IN PRISON?

100K HOW WELL DRESSED
WE ALL ARE IM THIS PHOTO,

YES, THE FATHER OF THE SHAH
WAS VERY TOUGH BUT HIS
SOM WAS TEM TIMES WIRSE,

YOU KNOW, MY CHILD, SINCE THE DAWH OF TIME, DYHASTIES HAVE
SUCCEEDED EACH OTHER BUT THE KINGS ALWAYS KEPT THEIR
FROMISES, THE SHAH KEPT HOME; | REMEMBER THE DAY HE WAS
CROWHMED, HE SAID:

| aph THE LIGHT OF THE ARYAMS.
| WILL MAKE THIS COUNTRY
THE MOST MODERM OF ALL TIME.
OUR PEOPLE WILL REGAIM
THEIR SPLENDOR.

23



HE EVEM WENT TO THE GRAVE OF CYRUS THE GREAT, WHO RULED OVER. THE ANCIENT WORLD.

(cvRUs, REST IN PEACE, WE ARE LOOKING AFTER 95379

ALL THE COUNTRY'S MONEY WENT INTO RIDICULOUS CELEBRA-
TIONS OF THE 2500 YEARS OF DYMASTY AND OTHER FRIVOLITIES... | AM S0 HAPPY THAT THERE 15

ALL OF THIS TO IMPRESS HEADS OF STATE; THE POPULATION FINALLY & REVOLUTION BECAUSE
COULDN'T HAVE CARED LESS.

THE SHAH...

| BOUGHT YU S0ME
B 00K, YO WILL SEE
WHY THE FEOFLE

W | ARE REVOLTING




PHOTOS OF THE DEMONSTRATION
BUT THIS TIME HE WAS VERY LATE.

MY FATHER, HAD GOME TO TAKE SOME

HGEY

@C{JR DAUGHTER S&YS SHE 15 KL

HE TOOK PHOTOS EVERY DAY, IT WAS STRICTLY FORBIDDEM. HE HAD EVEN BEEM ARRESTED OMCE

BUT ESCAPED AT THE LAST MIMUTE.

13



WE WAITED FOR HIM FOR HOURS. THERE WAS
THE SAME SILEMCE AS BEFORE & STORM.




TORAY | WENT TO REY PEOPLE CAME DUT CARRYING THE BODY OF A YOUMG MAN KILLED
HOSPITAL WITH MY CAMERA, BY THE ARMY. HE WAS HONORED LIKE A MARTYRE. & CROWD

GATHERED TO TAKE HIM TO THE BAHESHTE ZAHRA CEMETERY.

THEM THERE was AMOTHER CADAVER, AN LD MAN CARRIED QUT ON A STRETCHER . THOSE WHO

DIDM'T FOLLOW THE FIRST OHE WENMT OVEE TO THE CLD Mﬁ.ﬂi SHOUTIMG REVOLUTIONARY SLOGANS
AMD CALLIMG HIM A HERD,

WELL, | WAS TAKING MY PHOTOS WHEM | NOTICEDR
AM OLD WOMAN MEXT TO ME. | UMDERSTOOD ( WHAT? WHAT 15 1T ?

ARE YO A
THAT SHE WAS THE WIDDW 0F THE VICTIM, | HAD
STOR IT ! I

ROVALIST?

SEEMN HER. LEAVE THE HOSPIT AL WITH THE BODY.

HO, BUT MY
HUSBAND DIED
OF CANCER...

STOS T
STOF IT!

A



THE KING IS A KILLER! BUT HE WON'T BE
A WIMMER! WE WILL CATCH YOU ONE DAY !
AND MAKE YOU PAY!
( WHAT 15 SHE SAYI - s
b . T 4
1 ¥ ] P “ 4
el
- N = S
s £ 6 ¥ v A
- ) i
- [ 4

LBECAUSE THE WIDOW STARTED
DEMONSTRATING WITH THEM,

A MAR TR
GRAMNDPMA
MARTYE!

| REALIZFED THEHN THAT | PIDNT
UMDERSTAMD ANYTHIMG. | READ
ALL THE BOOKS | COULD.

CADAVER,, CANCER,
DEATH, MURDERER
LAUGHTER?

»
L]
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I'D MEWER, READ A5 MUCH AS
I OIC DURIMG THAT FERIOD.

MY FAVORITE AUTHOR WAS ALl ASHEAF DARVISHIAN, A KIND OF
LOCAL CHARLES DICKENS. | WENT TO HIS CLANPESTINE BOOK-SIGNING

WITH My MOTHER..

FER ME FRIEND ---,‘
KOUROSH.

# @ *‘\‘

WHY DOES HE SPEAK LIKE THATY

ITS JUST HIS
KUEDISH ACCENT,

HE TOLD sal BUT TRUE
STORIES: REZA BECAME A
PORTER AT THE AGE OF TEM.

| FINALLY UNDERSTOOD wWHY |
FELT ASHAMED TO SIT 1M MY
FATHER'S CADILLAC.

LEILA WOVE CARPETS AT AGE FIVE,

THE REASDM FOR, fAY SHAME
AND FOR THE REVOLUTION IS
THE SAME: THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEMN S0CIAL CLASSES.

%

HASSAN, THREE YEARS OLD,
CLEAMED CAR WIMDOWS,

GET DOWN FROM
THERE, STUPID!

BUT MOW THAT |
THINE OF IT.. WE HAVE
A MAID AT HOME ™



THIS IS MEHRL.

SHE WAS EIGHT YEARS QLD WHEM SHE HAD TO LEAVE HER
FARENTS' HOME TO COME TO WORK FOR US, JUST LIKE REZA,
LEILA AMD HASSAM.,

WE HAVE TOO MANY CHILDREN,
4 QR 45 INCLUDING HER..

(2

SHE WILL EAT WELL
AT YOUR HOUSE.

SHE WAS JUST TEM YEARS OLD WHEN
| WaAS BORM...SHE TOOK CARE OF ME.

SHE PLAYED WITH ME, AND SHE ALWANYS FINISHED
My FOOD.

SHE ALSO TOLD ME STORIES ABOUT JACKALS THAT SCARED ME.

ARD IT CamE CLOSER!

AMD IT CAME CLOSER!

IM OTHER 'WORDS, WE GOT ALONG WELL.

34



UNTIL THE DAY HE

AT THE BEGIMNING OF THE REVOLUTION, 1M
4938, SHE FELL IM LOVE WITH THE NEIGHBOR'S

SOM, SHE WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD.

EVERY MIGHT THEY LOOKED
AT EACH OTHER FROM THE
WINBDW OF MY RO0M.

SLIPFED HER A LETTER,

LIKE pMOST PEASANTS, SHE DIDN'T KNOW HOwW
TO READ AMD WRITE...

MY MOTHER HAD TEIED TO TEACH HER. BUT
APPAREMTLY SHE WAS MOT VERY TALENTED,

50 LET'S REPEAT. M AS IH..._)

CARROT!

MY DEAR. HOSSEIN,
I MIsS YO A LOT.

IT HAS BEEN THREE
DAYS SINCE | SAW
YOU AT THE WINDOW.
| OFTEN TALK ABOUT
YOU TO MY SISTER..

1 WAS VERY DEVOTED.

1y



MEHREI HAD A REAL SISTEE, OME
YEAR YOUNGER, “WHD WORKED
AT MY OMCLE'S HOUSE,

YOU KCHOW, | HAVE A FIANCE.
OH REALLY, WHI?

ITS HIpL N
FROMT OF THE
TV, 1SH'T HE

HANDSOME?

AFTER A FEW VISITS, SHE
FELL IM LOVE WITH HIM TOD.

HER TEALOUSY WAS MORE THAM SHE COULD BEAR AND SHE TOLD MEHRI'S STORY TO MY UNCLE, \WHO
TOLD IT TO MY GRAMDMA, WHO TOLE IT TO MY MOM, THAT IS HOW THE STORY REACHED MY FATHER. ...

«WWHO DECIDED TO CLARIFY
THE SITUATION.

&M YOUE
MEIGHEDR,.
I WOULD LIKE

0K, LL GET
STRAIGHT TO TH
POINT 1 | KNOW THAT
MEHRI PRETEMDS

SHE 1S MY DAUGH-
TER. IN REALITY
SHE 1S MY MAID,

36



WITHOUT AMY HESITATION, HOSSEIN GAVE ALL
THE LETTERS HE HAD RECEIVED TO MY FATHER!

BUT THIS
15 MARTI'S
Hamp-
WRIT IMG!

[0 YOU WANT

TO COMTINUE
SEEING HER?

YWOU MUST UNDERSTAMD THAj

TELL ME WHAT i i
THesE arE! ) THEIR LOVE WAS IMPOSSIBLE,

N -
*?'g']a

>y »H

BECAUSE (M THIS COUNTRY
YOU MUST STAY WITHIM
YOUR OWH sOC1al CLASS,

-y

WHER | WENT BACK. TO HER ROOM SHE waS
BUT IS IT HER FAULT DAD, ARE YOU CRYING. WE WERE NOT IN THE SAME SOCIAL CLASS

THAT SHE wias B0RN Y FOR 0R AGAINST e
WHERE SHE WAS SOCIAL CLASSES? i - b

&3



WHEHN | FINALLY UNDERSTOOD
THE REASONS FOR. THE REVD-
LUTION | MARE MY DECISION,

TOMORROW WE
ARE GOING TO
CEMOMSTEATE.

FOR OMCE SHE DIDN™T
INSIST OM COPMAING

WE ARE MOT
ALLOWED'

PON'T WORRY!
WE ARE GOING
ANYWAY!

S0 THE MEXT DAVY...

TAKE CARE!

MEHR|, DON'T FOIRGET TO
COOK HER SOME CHICKEN. ) £
q

/

/
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FOR & FEW MOMTHS, HE ACTUALLY DID TRY: HE TESTEDR A POZEN PRIME MINISTERS,

MUCH OF mY
suraete. [l FAruer! e -

SR
1L S AL B

2\ (You REMIND ) [ T00
G ::;ﬁimfﬁ.umem 00 W TR Yo = e L
o

—

=
.

THE MORE HE TRIED DEMOCRACY, THE MORE HIS
STATUES WERE TORM DOWHN.

WE WILL
MEVER FOR-

b4



THE DAY HE LEFT, THE COUNTRY HAD THE BIGGEST CELEBRATION OF ITS ENTIRE HISTORY.

. & | }4 . =
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JIMMY CARTER, THE PRESIDENT IT LOOKS LIKE CARTER
OF THE UHITED STATES, REFUSED HAS FORGOTTEMN
TO GIVE REFUGE T0 THE Ex;i/ HIS FRIEMDS, ALL

IT'S AMWAR AL-SADAT WHO
WILL ACCEPT HIM IN HIS CDUHTFE‘:}

N SHAH AMD HIS FamiILy, THAT INTERESTS
HiM IS oL

IN aMY CASE, 4S5 LOMG
AS THERE IS QIL IM THE
MIDDLE EAST WE WILL
MREVER HAVE FEACE,

HE IS THE PRESIDENT OF EGYFT. THEY'VE BEEN
RIENDS FOR, A LONG
TIME, THEY BOTH
BETRAYED THE
COUMTRIES OF OUR
REGIDN BY MAKING
APACT WITH ISRAEL,

MAYBE SADAT WELCOMED
THE SHAH BECAUSE HIS FIRST
LET'S TALK ABOUT WIFE WAS EGYPTIAM.
SOMETHIMG ELSE .

LET'S ENIDY QUR NOW THAT
HMEW FREEDOM! THE DEVIL
HAS LEFT!

SURELY HOT!
POLITICS AMD
SENTIMENT
DOM'T MIX.

ruyuuwwwvu
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AFTER ALL THIS TOY, & MATOR
MISFORTUME TOOK PLACE: THE

PERIOD, REOPEMNED AND...

SCHOOLS, CLOSED DURING THIS

BUT SHE WAS THE ONE
WHO TOLD US THAT THE
SHAH WAS CHOSEN BY GOD!

CHILDREN, TEAR QUT
ALL THE PHOTOS OF THE

SHAH FROM YOUR, BOOKS.

TEACHER!
SHE SAYS
THAT THe
SHAH WaAS
CHOSEN BY

SATRAPI YU
SHOULDN™T Sav
THIMGS LIKE

THAT. STAND
IM THE CORMER!

HELLO!

WHAT MERVE' SHE
ALWAYS HAD THAT
MASTY SPOT, IF WE
WEREN'T MEIGHBORS,
HE WD HAVE sall
SHE'S A MARTYR
RAISED FROM THE DEAD,

THOSE DEMON-
S STRATIONS
WEEE REALLY
TIRING BUT
WE FINALLY

AlL

LOOK! & BULLET ALMOST HIT MY
WIFE'S CHEEK. LIBERTY IS PRICELESS.

MY FATHER SAYS

RAMIN'G FATHER

WAS M THE SAVARY

HE KILLED A MILLION
PEQPLE.

A

W,

[l

—— —

LY

/)
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b

* SECEET POLICE OF THE SHAH'S REGIME.
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M THE MAME OF THE
DEAD MILLIOM, WE'LL
TEACH RAMIN A GO
LESSOM. | HAVE AN IDEA...

MY DEA WAS TO PUT MAILS BETWEEN OUR FINGERS LIKE AMERICAN
BRASS KMUCKLES AND TO ATTACK EAMIM.

RAMIM! BAMIN
COME OUT OF HIDIMNG!
COM'T BE A WIMP!

MARTI FOUNE

S0 KPS, SOME NAILSM

WHAT ARE
¥OU UP TO?

TO HAIL RAMIN? GET IMTO THE
AR, | HAVE & BETTER SOLUTION,

S0 THAT'S WHAT YOU WANT,
¢

WHERE DID
YOU FING THE
NAILS?

.-
(%7

O RO

IM DAG'S
TOOL S0x!

E
-
L4
-
-
"

1

WHAT WOLLD
YU SAY IF |
MAILED YOUR
EARS TO THE
WaLL?

us



I'LL LET IT G0 THIS TIME,
BUT DON'T DO IT AGAIM.

BUT MOM, RAMIN'G
FATHER KILLED...

MOT FOR You
AMD ME TO PO
JUSTICE. I'D
EVEM S4Y WE
HAVE TO LEARM
TO FORGIVE,

HIS FATHER DD IT. BUT
1T NOT RAMIMN'S FAULT.

S0 1 FORGIVE wO0U,

YOUR, FATHER IS A
MURDERER, BUT IT'S
MNOT YOUR FALULT,

pﬂ

bl

HE IS MOT & MURDERER!
HE KILLED COMMUMISTS
ARD COMMUMISTS

ARE EVIL.

MOM, | SPOKE TO
RAMIN, HE SAY5
HIS FATHER DIl THE
RIGHT THING IH
KILLING COMMUMISTS,

YO

HAVE TO
FORGIVE!

YWOU HAVE TO FORGIVE!

MY GOD HE REPEATS WHAT THEY
TELL HIM, HE WLL UNDERSTAND LATER...

| HAD THE FEELING OF BEING SOMEDNE REALLY,
REALLY GOOD.

1Y
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THE HEROES

THE POLITICAL PRISOMERS WERE LIBERATED A FEW DAYS LATER., THERE WERE 3000 OF THEM.

WE KKMNEW TW0O OF THEM.

SlaMak Jarl

BOR.M
FEBRUARY 20, 1945

1M LURIST AN

PROFESSION:
TOURMNALIST

CEIME: WROTE
SUBVERSIVE ARTICLES
I THE KEYHAMN

DATE OF IMPRISOMAMENT :
TuLY 49313

EELEASED: MARCH 1939

POLITICAL COMMICTIOM :
COMMUMIST

MOHSEN SHAKIBA

BORM
HOVEMBER. 22, 1943

IM RACHT

PROFESSION:
EEVOLUTIONARY

CRIME:
FEVOLUTIONARY

DATE OF IMPRISONAMENT :
APRIL 19341

RELEASED: MARCH 4932

POLITICAL COMVICTION:
COPMUMIST

u3F



e 1A ! :
é-:-lEM ﬁgﬁeﬂfmeigﬁfm (BErM& LALY WITH YOU LALY was slaMak’'s PAUGHTER

HE WAS THE HUSBAND OF MY AND COME BY TODAY.
MOTHER'S BEST FRIEND.

WE'LL TALK ABDUT [T,
HOW LOMG SINCE
YOU HAD ANY

MEWS ABOUT HIM?

WHERE 15 YOUR FATHER?

M A& TRIP.

E ‘::E, X . x&’f
s I\
4 | E il Il

POMN'T YOU KHMOW THAT

WHEN THEY KEEP SavING #;;fﬁﬂg
SOMEONE IS ON A TRIP IT T e
REALLY MEANS HE 1S DEAD? skl

MY GRANDPA,

THE TRUTH IS SOMETIMES HARD TO ACCEPT,

Gl TO YOUR ZO0M AND
STaY THERE!

MAR T SAYS...
THAT DADDY...
15 DEADR!

MOBODY WILL ACCEFT THE TRUTH,

Lh



AFTER THE REVOLUTION | REALIZED
THAT ¥OU COULD BE MISTAKEN, WHAT DOES YOU'LL SOON
HE LOOK UKE? PIND 00T,

TORAY IS A GREAT DAY,
DARLIMG. WE'VE INVITED
LALY'S FATHER AND
MOHSEM, THEY B0TH
JUST LEFT PRISON.

/""_"‘\.
/ ' z_@

It S0 HAPPY THAT You
ARE BACK..| DON'T KMNOW
WHAT TO SAY...

DON'T SaY STILL ARD THIS MUST BE

AMYTHIMG, A FLAT- MARJL LORD THE

| KNOWS | TERER! LAST TIME | AW
HER SHE “wWaS OMLY
THREE YEARS OLD.

TIME 1S IRRETRIEVARLE,
WHEM THEY AREESTEDR ME,
LALY BARELY SPOKE AND MOW
SHE IS A REAL YOUMG LADY.

49



MOHSEN! FOR. GOD'S SAKE!
| THOUGHT YOU WERE DEAD,

YOU KMOW
EACH OTHER?

QUR TORTURERS RECEIVED
SPECIAL TRAIMIMNG FROM THE CLA

ME DEADT WHAT A TOKE! IN PRISON THEY
CALLED ME THE MAN WITH SEVEM LNE&
! =, 2%
-

I

U REMEMBER THE DAY
THEY PULLED QUT My MalLs?
THEY HAVE GROWMN BACK
SIMCE, NOT IM & HORMAL WAY..,
BUT AT LEAST | HAVE THEM,

-
-
N

wvl-lld""

Dol

e ot

Look! ON YOUR SOLES
THERE ARE MERVES THAT
LEAD DIRECTLY TO THE BRAIN,

REAL SCIEMTISTS N
THEY KMEW EACH PART
OF THE BODY. THEY
KMEW WHERE TO HIT!

50




HEY WHIPPED ME WITH THICK ELEC-
TRIC CABLES S0 MUCH THAT THIS
LOOKS LIKE AMYTHING BUT A FOOT.

SR

E |

A

MY PARENTS WERE <0

THAT THEY FORGOT TO SPARE
ME THIS EXPERIEMCE...

AMNY MEWS OF AHMADI,, AHMAD! WAS ASSASSINATED. AS A MEMBER OF THE GUERILLAS, HD
ARMADI? SUFFERED HELL, HE ALWAYS HAD CYAMIDE 0N HIM 1N CASE HE WAS ARRESTED,
BUT HE WAS TAKEM BY SURPRISE AMD UNFORTUNMATELY HE MEVER HAD A
& ;."’* CHANCE TO USE IT... 50 HE SUFFERED THE WORST TORTURE...
: -~
e

CONFESS!
WHERE ARE.
THE. OTHERS!

{ THEY BURMED HIM WITH AN IROKN,

<

541

| MEVER
IMAGINED
THAT

“ou CouLk
USE THAT
APPLIAMNCE
FOR TORTURE.,




M THE EMD HE WAS CUT TO PIECES.

HE "WaAS 1M MY
CLASS AT THE
UNIVERSITY,

IT's 4 GOOD THIMG
THEY DIDN'T KILL “OU
FATHER, IN PRISOM,

MAYBE, BUT My
FATHER IS A HERQ!

ALL TORTURERS SHOULD
BE MASSALRED!

£z

BUT YOU HAVE TO AbMIT
I WASH'T COMPLETELY

WEONG WHEN | salb HE
WWAS NOT OM A TRIP.

©

MY FATHER was MOT A HERD,
MY MOTHER WANTED TO KILL
PEOPLE...S0 | WENT OUT TO
PLAY M THE STREET.




| HAVE IMAGIMA-
TIOM TO0.. THE
MUST ACHE-OM-
FIRE TORTURE
COMSISTS OF
PULLIMG ON THE
TWO SIDES OF
THE UPPER LIP,

THOSE STORIES HAD GIVEM ME NEW IDEAS FOR GAMES,

THE CRE \WHO LOSES
WILL BE TORTURED

BUT IT DIDN'T LAST, |

BACK AT HOME THAT EVEMING, | HAD
Was IVERWHELMED.

THE DIABILICAL FEELIMNG OF POWER...

THE MOUTH FILLED
WITH GARBAGE.

| DIDN'T KMOW WHAT JUSTICE wWias, HOW THAT THE

BAD PEOPLE ARE REVOLUTION WAS FINALLY OVER OMCE AMD FOR ALL,
DANGEROUS BUT | ABANDOMED THE DIALECTIC MATERIALISM OF MY
FORGIVIMG THEM 15 COMIC STRIPS. THE OMLY PLACE | FELT SAFE WAS

TOO. DON'T WORRY, IM THE ARMS OF MY FRIEMD ,

THERE IS TUSTICE
CH EARTH,

5%
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MO5COW

S0 MY FATHER WAS MOT IF DMLY HE HAD BEEN IN PRISON,
A HEED,

THEY CUT MY DAD'S LEG
& CVERYTHIG A0k RIGHT, NarY, OFF, BUT HE STILL DIDN'T

CONFESS!... 50 THEY CUT

OFF AN ARM AS WELL.

W

=
-
=
-
=

-

s

LUCKILY, OME DAY THEY TOLD THE OMLY OME OF MY FATHER'S BROTHERS | HAD MEVER MET,
BECAUSE HE HAD BEEM IN PRISON, AMND MOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME

ME ABOUT MY UNCLE ANOOSH,
IN 30 YEARS, MY GRANDMA WAS REUNITED WITH HER S CHILDREN,

AMD | HAD A HERD IN MY
SUCH A SWEET CHILD! I'LL

FAMILY... HATURALLY | By
T . P HERE TOMI T AR - MARRIEDY
LOVED HIM IMMEDIATELY ?Lﬁ% VGS :Tﬂ.igif.ﬁﬁH I _,72\ 50 "OU HAVE
A ; LS DR EN?
WHY DON'T YOU COME 7 N EoREN:
&

ARE vOU?

AND LIVE WITH US7?

LATER MARTI,
LATER .

g4



DON'T BOTHER. HIpA
TOO MUCH, HE'S TIRED.

) B
M(( :
ﬁ/

=
1)

|

0K, HERE GOES: | WAS 18 YEARS
LD WHEN MY UMCLE FEREYDOOM
AND HIS FRIENDS PROCLAIMED

THE INDEPEMDENCE OF THE [£AMIAM

FEREYDOOM ELECTED HIMSELF
MINISTER OF TUSTICE OF
THIS HEW LITTLE EEPUBLIC,

PROVIMCE OF AZERBAITAM...

1

[ GENTLEMEN, JUSTICE IS

| THE BASIS OF DEMOCRACY.
| aLL MEN SHOULD BE EQUAL
| IN THE EYES OF THE LAW.

o

=y

£

e

% I}} i1 l\\‘\&\f

MY IDEAS WERE THE SAME AS
HIS BUT YOUR GRAMDFATHER,
REMAIMED FAITHFUL TO THE
SHAH.

\

MY SOM, A TRAITOR!
GO AWAY aND

TOIM UP WITH MY
IIOTIC BROTHER. !

YOUrLL
BOTH END
P BEIMG
EXECUTED!
pO You
HEAR ME?
EXECUTED!

EMTHUSIAS M.

| BECAME FEREYDOON'S SECRETARY.
IT WAS A TIME OF DREAMS AND

OME MIGHT | HAD A
TERRIBLE MIGHTMARE:
DEAD PEOPLE, BLOOD...

AZERBAITAM IS OMLY THE
BEGINMIMNG. WE ARE GOIMNG
TO FREE IR AN PROVINCE BY
PROVINCEM

SHIT! THE
SHAH'S SOLDIERS!

GOOD GOD
FEREYDOON!
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| WANTED TO 0 SOMETHING... BUT
HERE \WAS NOTHIMG | COULE DO THEY
ARRESTED HIM AND | RAM AWAY.

FOR DAYS AND DAYS | WALKED THROUGH THE FALLING SHOW,
| CROSSED THE ALBORZ MOUNMTAING TO FIND REFUGE AT MY
PARENTS' HOUSE N ASTARA,

I was HURGRY, | wWas COLD, BUT | CONTINUED.

MY GOD!
AMDOSHY!

WHAT'S GOING OM7
WHI'S BOTHERING US
AT THIS HOUR?

COME.
PUICKLY!
IT'S OUR,

S0M ANDOSH!
HE Has
FAINTED!

56

| WaAS HEARLY DEAD “WHEH |
ARRIVED.

LIHHHHEHHHHH

WHAT 15 HE
DOIMG HERE ?
WHY DIDH'T HE
STAY WITH HIS
HICE UMCLE?



BUT THE SHAH'S POLICE \WER
LOOKIMG FOR. ME. | WAS NOT
SAFE WITH MY FARENTS.
S0 | PECIPED TO GO INTO EXILE.

YOI ALWAYS SaY THE RIGHT THING
AT THE RIGHT TIME! HELF ME HOW!

OH pMY GO0
MY SON, MY
DEAR SOM...

IT'S A BIT
LATE TO
SHOW YOUR
AFFECTION!

| Sam ACROSS THE ARAS RIVER
AMD ARRIVED IN THE USSR

HAPPEMED TO
YOUR UMCLE
HOLY FEREYDOONT
SMOKE! I
LALY'S DAD
HASM'T EVEM

| LEARMED THAT HE KMEW THE SHAH'S ARMY WAS COMING

TO ARREST HIM. HE COULD HAVE RUN AWAY LIKE MOST OF HIS
FRIEMDS DID. BUT HE DECIDED TO STAY.

il L Fl

-

&
ALL 15 LOST. 1 &AM AT YOLE
PMERLY, GENTLEMEN, ,:r“

/

e




WAS INVOLVED IM HIS POLITICAL MOIVE-
MENT. A GIEL FROM A GDOD FAMILY.

AT THE TIME HE HAD A GIRLFRIEND WHO

EREYDOOM,
YOU HAVE
A VISITOR.

YES, | PAID
THE GUARD,
HE WON'T
BOTHER LS,

WOL KMOW WHAT IT 1S LIKE
TO BE AN UNMARRIED MOTHER
IN THIS COUNTRY, wOU WILL BE
SHURMED, LIFE WILL BE HELL.

1 DO'T CARE. LET'S
MRKE A CHILD,

MY LOVE...

SHE BECAME PREGMANT THAT
VERY MIGHT AND LEFT FOR
SWITZERLAND SO0M AFTER, | KNOW
THAT SHE HAD A SOM. | HEARD
HE LOOKS A LOT LIKE HIS FATHER,

&8

LET'S MAKE A CHILD,

I ENOW, | WANT &
LIVING MEMOEY OF Y0U.

ARE WOU ALRIGHT 7

EHH...0O YOU
HAVE OTHER,
STORIES LIKE

FLL MAKE YOU A HOT CHOCOLATE., :l




FIRST | WENT TO LENIMGRAD, THEN
TO MOSCOW, WHERE | BECAME
A STUDENT, | HAVE & DOCTORATE|
IN MARXISM-LENINISM,

DIALECTIC MATERIALISM?

- e
.,

-

e, o
& VT~
* 3
-

"H..‘\
il

]

A

WHAT 7 50U KNOW ABDUT THAT?
| READ THE COMUE
e, BOOK VERSION.
{-;,:..,, = \'}
fi l
9

GIRLS. LOOK.,

LATEE | MAREIED AMND
HAD TWO CHILDREN, TWO

SHE WAS MY WIFE.
WE ARE DIVORCED.
O, BUT WHY IS HER

HEAD SCRATCHED QUTF

WHAT 7 DON'T THEY
HAVE HEADS?

v
WS

Y

RUSSIANS AREN'T LIKE US...

WHY DOESN'T THE
LADY HAVE & HEAD?

IT'S HEARTS THEY BON'T HAVE,
THEY BOMT KMOW HOW TO LOVE,

£9



AFTER THE SEPARATION, | FELT VERY LOMELY. | MISSED MY COUNTRY, | CECIPED TO G0 HOME. | 60T
MY PARENTS, MY BROTHERS. | DREAMT ABOUT THEM OFTEN, A FALSE PASSPORT AMD
DISGUISED MYSELF.

THEY PUT ME IM PRISON FOR

NIMNE YEARS.

HEY! YOO WITH

T BETTER

iy Ay g THAN LALY'S
FATHER!

THEY S4% YOU WERE
TOETURED TERERIBLY, LIKE
SlAMAK, LALY'S FATHER.

“OUR, FATHER TOLD
WO THAT?

H% HE TOLD IT | TELL YOU ALL THIS
TOMOM AHD | o BECAUSE IT'S IMPORTANT
HEARD HIM. A - THAT YOU KHOW. QUR
FAMILY MEMORY MUST HOT
BE Lo-I:;.:T. EVEN JE IT's MOT
EASY FOR YOU, EVEN IF YOU
fﬂiﬁ&ﬁﬁif DON'T UNDERSTAND IT ALL.

DOMN'T WORRY,
I"LL MEVER

&0



HERE, TAKE THIS SWAN FLEASAMT DREAMS.
| MaDE IM PRISOM. OUT
OF BREAD,

THERE ARE LOTS
OF HEROES IN MY
FAMILY. MY
GRAMDPA WAS IN
PRISOM, My UMCLE
AMOOSH TO0: FOR

MIME YEARS! HE
WAS EVEM IM THE
USSR, MY GREAT-
UMCLE FEREYDOON
PROCLAIMED A
DEMOCRATIC STATE
AMD HE WAS,.,

64



§858" THE SHEEP

DURING THE TIME AMDOSH STAYEDR WITH US :

| HEARD POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS OF THE HIGHEST IT'S HOT IMPORTANT. EVERYTHING

DEDER.. WILL TURH QUT FINE. 1M A COUNTRY
WHERE HALF THE POPULATION IS

1T INCREDIBLE. THE REVOLUTION I?gﬁi:& "ﬂ*’cﬁgm}:‘“ﬁiﬁ
15 A LEFTIST REVOLUTION AMD - :

THE EEPUBLIC WaNTS TO BE mﬁ:&ngé?\:;:ﬁL&?{:ﬂiﬁr{v
CALLED ISLaMIC,
R A RELIGIOUS ETHIC ...

BUT THE RELIGIDUS

LEADERS DOM'T O TV THEY SaY

KMOW HOW TO THAT 949.99% OF THE
POPLLATIN VOTED FOR.
THE 1SLAMIC REPUBLIE,

THE PROLETARIAT
SHALL RULE!

TS INEVIT 2BLE!!
THAT'S JUST
WHAT LEHIN
EXPLAIKED M
"THE STATE AND
THE REVOLUTICHY

DD YOU HEAR THAT, AMOOSH 7 DO YOU REALIZE HOW
IGNORANT OUR PEOPLE ARE P THE ELECTIONS WERE
FAKED AMD THEY BELIEVE THE RESULTS: 92.99%! as
FOR ME, | DON'T KNOW A SINGLE PERSON WHO VOTED
FOR THE [SLAMIC REPUBLIC. WHERE Db THAT FIGURE
COME FROM? FROM THEIR ASSES THAT'S WHERE!

62



HE'S GOMWG TO THE UNITED STATES ! MY PAREMTS S4Y IT'S IMPOS-
SIBLE TO LIVE UNDER AN ISLaMic
70 THE UNITED STATES? WHY? REGIME, IT'5 BETTER TO LEAVE,

BUT THE RELGIOUS LEADERS ARE
VERY STUPID, THEY WON'T LAST,

!

CEFriILL

il

-
=
1

Ay DAD SAYS MOBODY
REALIZES THE DANGER. IM ABOUT A MOMTH.

ACTUALLY | LIKED HIM VERY, VERY MUCH,

BUT THE UMITED

STATES IS BRULE LEE
TERRIFIC! YOU'LL IS DEAD...
FRALLY SEE BRUCE

LEE IM PERSON!

m

| Z

%)

(

IT WWAS THE EMD OF THE WORLD .

€%



AFTER MY FRIENMD'S DEPARTURE, 4 GOOD PART OF MY FAMILY ALSO LEFT THE COUNTREY.

N ,

NOw BOARDING
FLIGHT 6302 TO

LOS AMGELES
GATE Z&.
HOW BOARIANG
FLIGHT &302 T
L0S AMNGELES
GATE 26,

SO THAT | CAN BECOME
A TAXI DRIVER AND YOU
A CLEAMING LADY 7

,@j@m

B

1l

WOREY.
EVERNOME
WHO LEFT
WiLL COME
BACK, THEYRE
JUST AFRAID
OF CHAMGE .



DOMT BE TaJI! IT"

LIKE TS WITH mi pAD! IT’S FOR YOUM

REVOLUTIONS. THIS WHAT'S
15 JUST A& TRAMSI- GOING ON?
TIOMAL PERIOD... i

HE'S BEEN FOUND
BEAD, DROWNED.,

MY MOTHER WAS EIGHT TO BELIEVE IT WAS
MURDER.., "WHEM THEY FOUND HIS BODY, ONLY
MURDBERERS' HIS HEAD "WAS UNDERWATER.,

MURDERERS! —

W,

EVERYTHING WiLL
BE ALRIGHT !

£ ¥ ol
f/’ fx - .ff !f .r! JJI[ I

b1
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AFTE

E MOHSEN, IT WAS SIAMAK'S TURN.

' l [ 1
’ L
f I
[ DIVIMNE
" \ TUSTICE!
\ |

N 1]

YOU DO, BUT THEY
MUST SURELY
HAVE HIDDEN
SOMEWHERE .

LATER OM WE LEARNED THEY CROSSED THE BORDER HIDDEM AMOMNG
& FLOCK OF SHEEP.

EVERNTHIMNG WILL BE
ALEMHT...

(13



AND THAT IS HOW ALL THE FORMER
REVOLUTIOMARIES BECAME THE
SWORN ENEMIES OF THE REPUBLIC.

WASM'T
AMNDOSH
GOING TO
PICK. ME UPT?

WHAT P WASN'T HE
SUPPOSED TO COMEF

HE WEMT
BACK TO
MOSCow,

OH NO! THAT OLD TALE ABLUT BEIMG ON A TRIF HAD COME BALK...

HE HAD TO LEAVE GQUICK-
LY... HIS WIFE CALLED
HIM. HE ASKED ME TO
TELL YOU GODDEYE...

DARLING! BID YOU HAVE
A GOOD DAY AT SCHOOLF

)

WU
MUST BE
HUMGEY.

BON'T YOU WANT
TO EAT A LITTLE?

STAY TO sAY GOODEYE

WHY DIDHM'T HE
TO ME?

HE WAS IN A HURRY,
A Bliy HUERY.,




| THINE WE
MEED TO TALK.

(rne TRUTH 15, THEY HAVE ARRESTED ANOOSH,

Do You
WANT TO DO
SOMETHING

AMDISH Has
THE EIGHT
TO OMLY OME
VISITOR, AamD
IT'S w0U HE
WANTS TO
SEE.

%1




WHAT A BEAUTIFUL DRESS!

YOU KMNOW, YOU HAVE
HOMORED ME WITH
YOUR WISIT 7

YOU ARE THE LITTLE
GIRL | ALWAYS
WANMTED TO HAVE,

HERE' | pAaDE wOU
ANOTHER, BREADP-SWAN.
IT'S THE UNCLE OF
THE FIEST OME.

BUT YOU'LL SEE! OME
DAY THE PROLET ARIAT
WiILL RULE!

(3]




THAT WAS MY LAST MEETING WITH MY BELOVED AMNOOSH...




AME S0 | WAS LOST, WITHOUT ANY BEARINGS... WHAT COULD BE WORSE THAM THAT ?

MARJi, RUN TO

THE BASEMENT!

WE'RE BEING
BOMBED!

IT WAS THE BEGINMIMNG OF THE Wak.

A4



THEY'VE OCCUPRIED
THE U.S EMBASSY !

A
WHO B0 YOU THINK? THE FUNDA- THEY CaLL IT “A NEST l
MENTALIST STUDENTS HAVE TAKQ OF SPIES.” HA HA! YOU'D YOU'RE HOT INTERESTED?
[\ THe AmerICans HOSTAGE! || THINK IT was A Tames
BOND MOVIE.,

LA

ANYWAY, THE AMERICANS
ARE DUMMIES.

(WH\"‘.- THAT 7?7

S0, MY GREAT DREAM WENT UP
14 SMOKE., | WOULDM'T BE ABLE
TO GO TOH THE UNITED STATES.
MAYBE, BUT HOW THINK ABOUT IT, KAVEH, THEY CLOSED THE US.
NO ONE CAN GO HD EMBASSY,
TO THE UMITED MO VIBA !
STATES,

EMBASSY TODAY. | WOM'T BE
ABLE TO COME AND SEE YOU...

THE DREAM WASN'T THE USA.
IT WAS SEEING MY FRIEND KAVEH,
WHD HAD LEFT TO &0 LIVE IN THE
STATES A YEAR EARLIER.

A



AND THEN SOME DAYS LATER....

THE MIMISTERY
OF EDUCATION HAS
DECREED THAT
UNIVERSITIES WILL
CLOSE AT THE EMD
OF THE MONTH.

THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND WHAT
IS WRITTEM IM SCHO0L BOOKS, AT ALL
LEVELS, ARE DECADENT, EVERY THING
MEEDS TO BE REVISED TO EMSURE THAT
QUR CHILDREN ARE MIT LED ASTEAY
LFRGM THE TRUE PATH OF ISLAM., y

OF COURSE
OF COURSE !

THAT'S WHY WE'RE CLOSING
ALL THE UNIVERSITIES FIE A
WHILE, BETTER TO HAVE NO
STUDENTS AT ALL THAN TO
EDUCATE FUTURE IMPERMLIS.'I"_E;J

R

THUS, THE UNIVERSITIES WERE
CLOSED FOR TWO YEARS.

YOULL SEE. SO0M THEY'RE ACTUALLY
GOkG TO FORCE US TO WEAR

THE VEIL AMD W)U; YOULL HAVE
TO TRADE YOUR CAR, FOR A CAMEL.
GOD, WHAT A BACKWARD POLICY!

HO MORE UMIVERSITY, aAMDR |
WAMTEDR TO STURY CHEMISTRY.
| WANTED TO BE LIKE MARIE
CURIE.,

| WANTED TO BE AN EDUCATED,
LIBERATED WOMAM. AMD IF THE
PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE MEANT

GETTIMG CANCER,, S0 BE IT.

TS | WHO DISCOVERED
THE MEWEST RADICACTIVE
ELEMENT,

=,

oy
-

V7

33

AMD S0 AMOTHER DEEAM WENT
UF 1M SMOIKE .

MISERY! AT THE AGE
THAT MARIE CURIE FIRST
WENT TO FRANCE TO
STURY, I'LL PROBABLY
HAVE TEMN CHILGREM ...




YOUR MOTHER'S CAR
BROKE DOWN, WE HAVE
TO PICK HER UP.

THEY INSLLTED ME, THEY SAIR THAT
WIOMEN LIKE AME SHOULD BE PUSHED
UF ARAST A WALL aMD FUCKED .
ANT THEM THREOWH IN THE GARBAGE.

TWO GUYS.. TWD BEARDED GUYSL,.
TWO FLAMDAMENT ALIST BASTARDS...
THE BASTARDS THE BASTARDS_THEY...

e AND THAT IF | DIDHT WANT
THAT TO HAPPEN |, | SHOULE
WEAR THE VEIL...

THAT IHCIDENT MADE MY MOTHER SICK FOR
SEVER AL DAYS .

_l:..f_ ANYTHING | cm)

"-n,\_ GET vOu, MmOm?

THEY THIME

PERVERTS

AND S0 TO PROTECT WOMEN FROM ALL THE POTENTIAL
RAPISTS, THEY DECREED THAT WEAEING THE VEIL
was eligaTory,

WOMEN'S HAIR, EMANATES RAYS THAT EXCITE
MEH, THAT'S WHY WOMEH SHOULD COVER THEIR
HAIR! IF M FACT IT 15 REALLY MORE CIVILIZED
TO GO WITHOUT THE VEIL, THEN ANIMALS ARE
MOREE CIVILIZED THAN WE ARE.

INCREDIBLE !

AlL MEM SEE

k]



N HO TIME, THE WAY PEOPLE DRESSED BECAME AN
mm SHGM. THERE WERE TWO KIMDS OF WOMEN

THERE WERE ALSO TWD SORTS OF MEN,

THE FUNDAMEMT ALIST
WIOMAN

THE MODEEM WOMAN

WOU SHOWED YOUR DEPOSITION
TO THE REGIME BY LET TNk A
FEW STRAMDS OF HAIR SHOW.

THE FUNDAMEMT ALIST
MaN

THE PROGRESSIVE MAN

SHIRT
HANGING
uT

ISLAM 1S MORE OR LESS
AGAIMET SHAVIMNG .

BUT LET'S BE FAIR. IF WOMEN
FACED PRISCN WHEN THEY
REFUSED TO WEAR. THE VEIL,
IT WAS ALSD FORBIDDEM FOR
MEM TO WEAR MECKTIES
{THAT DREADED SYMBOL OF
THE WEST). AND IF WOMEN'S
HAIR GOT MEM EXCITED, THE
SAME THING COULE BE SAID OF
MEN'S BARE AR MS. AND 50,
WEARIMG SHORT-SLEEVED

SHIRTS Was ALSD FORBIDDEN.
-

IT WASH'T OMLY THE GOIVERNMENT THAT CHANGED. ORDIMARY PECPLE
CHAMGED TOO.

E THIGHS TO THE WHOLE
ﬁ:mmmmm

T /\E“;ﬁ:

VEAR. SHE WAS
WEARING & MINISKIRT,
SHOWING OFF HER BEEFY

MADAME 15 WEARING
& CHADOR. [T SUTS
HER BETTER, | GUESS.

45 FOR, HER FUNDAMENT ALIST HUSBARD Wil

DRANE HIMSELF IMTD A STUPOE EVERY

HIGHT, HOW HE USES MOUTHNWASH EVERY
TIME HE UTTERS THE WORD “ALCOHIL

IF AMYONE EVER ASKS YOU
WHAT Y0U DO DURING THE
DAY, SAY YU PRAY, YOU
UNDERST AND 77

35

AT FIRST, IT WAS A UTTLE HARD,
BUT | LEARMED TO LIE QUICKLY,

| PRAY FINE TIMES A DAY,




IN SPITE OF EVERVTHING, THE (Ror 175 To0 baNGEROUS.)

SPIEIT OF REVOLUTION WAS STILL
SHE'S COMAING u_
TOO.

IM THE AIR. THERE WERE SOME
OPFPOSITION DEMOMSTEATIONS.

TOMIRRIW THERE'S

SHE SHOULD START

RIGHTS A% A WOMAN

LEARMIMNG TO DEFEND HER
RIGHT Mo !

SINCE THE 1939 REVOLUTION, I'D
GROWH OLDER (WELL, A YEAR

OLDER) anD MOM HADR CHANGED,

S0 | WENT WITH THEM. | PASSED

UT FLYERS..
GUHS My SHOOT AND KNIVES MAY CARVE,

THE SCARF O
A BEATING

FOR, THE FIRST TIME 1M MY I..IF'rEJl |

THAT WAS QUR LAST DEMONSTRATION. ]

3
il

SAW VILENCE WITH MY WM EVES.
o s P08 HSEn
W 25 ﬂgf% __
N7y
U=

Ed]






RIGHT BEFORE GOIMNG BACK, IM THE HOTEL ROOM

IN MADRID.

DOMT MO
SPAMISH.

THE TV SHOWED A MAF (OF IRAN AND A BLACK
CLOUD COVERING THE COUNTRY LITTLE BY LITTLE.

TALKIING ABDUT
FOLLUTION, wOU

IT LO0KS LIKE THEYRE TALKING
ABOUT THE WHOLE COUMTRY,
MOT TUST THE CAPITAL,

THE MEXT Day MY GRANDMOTHER
CAME TO PICK US UP AT THE AIRPIET,

SHE LOOKED “WORRIED,

IE‘-'E-KYWNG 0, .M':?M?}

3z




: :
OH! I'M TAKING THIS THING OFF. IT'S TOO HOT. TRUE. BUT SO0N THERELL
BE MO HOME.

IT's GOOD TO BE
BACK ., THERE'S
MO PLACE LIKE > WHY DO VDU SAY THAT ?

YO HAVEN'T HEARD?

HAVEN'T
HEARD wHaT?

s THEY QMLY THE SECOMD IMVASION 1N A0 YEARS! MY BLOOE
CFFICIALLY ANNOURCED Was BOILIMG. | WAS READY TO DEFEND MY
IT TWO DAYS AGD, COUMTRY AGAINST THESE ARABS WHO KEPT

BUT REALLY, IT'S ATTACKING US.
BEEM A MOMTH...
THE IRAMIAN
FUMDAMENTALISTS
TRIED TO STIR UP
THEIR IRAQI SHITE
ALLIES AGAINST
Sapbam, HE'S BEEM
WAITIMG FOR THE
CHAMCE, HE'S ALWAYS
WAMTED TO INVADE
IR.AMN. AMD HERE'S
THE PRETEXT. IT'S
THE SECOMD ARAB
IMVASION. ..

| WANTED TO FIGHT.

2



A FEW DAYS AFTER CUE TEIF, ANG
JUST BEFORE | HAR TO GO BACK TO

Anuunuwn
AR Y
AARRLRRYY

SCHOOL, | WENT TO MY FATHER'S OFFICE.

RARRRRRLN
ERvwmeRRRL

N

IT WAS THE FIRST TIME I'D
SEEN FIGHTER TETS...

1 PON'T THIMK 50, THOSE
ARE PROBABLY IR AQIS.

WHAT 7 Wiy DO
WOU SAY THAT##?

BECALSE
THEY
DON'T
LOOK LIKE
QURE F=+1u5!

IT WAS A TOUGH EAU,J BUT DAl was
AM EMGIMEER. HE WAS THE SFECIALIST,

IRAMIAM DR IRAGI, THE TETS
HUGGED THE GROUMD BEFORE
SUDDEMLY ZO00MING UP INTO
THE 5K RIMaHT BEFOEE THE
MOUNT AINS OM THE HORIZOM,

e ¥
QUICK, THE RADID. ﬁt

IR.AGH
MIGS HAVE
BOMBED

TEHR AN

z0




LET'S G0 HOME NOW! YOUR
MOTHER MUST BE TERRIFIED,

Al PO YOU
FEMEMBER
WHAT Y
LEARMED DURIKNG
YOUR MILITARY
SERVICE? ARE YOU
GOIMNG TO WAR?
ARE YOU GOIMG TO
FIRHT 7 "WE HAVE
TO TEACH THOSE
IRAQIS A LESSOM!

WHAT ARE w0U TALKING
ABOUT ? OF COURSE I'M NOT
GOIMG TO FIGHT. WHY SHOULD
| FIGHT 71

HOow CAN YOU Say
THAT 7 THE IRAQIS
HAVE ALWAYS
BEEM OUR ENEMIES.
THEY “WANT TO
INVADE U5,

AND WORSE, THEY DRIVE
LIKE MANIALS.,,

)

I_TH!E Py
MEVER LIKED
THE PERSIANS,
EVERYONE
KNOWS THAT,
THEY

O, EMOUGH OF
THAT. THE REAL
ISLAMIC INVASIOH
HAS COME FROM
DUR DWHN

GOVERMMENT.

WAR ALWAYS TAKES YU
BY SURPRISE.

£



BOMB BAGHDAD...YOU NEED PILOTS FOR THAT.
WE HAVE TO BOMB BAGHDAD! AFTER THE GENERALS BLEW THEIR CHANCE
AT A COUP D'ETAT , THEY WERE ALL JAILED
TAKE YOUR FEET OR. EXECUTED...

| KMNEW FIGHTER PILOT S, MY
WHAT'S THIS ABOUT? FRIEND PARDISSE'S FATHER SHE MEVER 'I'OLDI .M%r HER FAT HE._ir?.
COUP DETAT? PILOTS IM WAS DME. WAS IM PRISOM! ALTHOUGH LAS
TAIL7? WHAT PILOTS? YWEAR SHE DIDNT COME TO
! : SCHOOL FOR A WHOLE MOMTH.

THAT BASTARD SARDAM WAITED UNTIL EMTEZEAML ENTEZAMI...
WE WERE WEAK BEFORE ATTACKING'

HE “WasS OME OF THE
COMDEMMETD. FIRST
PARDISSE HE HAS TO GET UT
EMTEZAMI'S DAD OF PRISON!
IS A FIGHTER PILOT. I'M GOIMG TO
HE'S GOING TO G0 - My RO0A,
BOME BAGHDAD,

b



SUBDENLY, | HEARD THE IRAMIAN

IT'S THE PITS! My DaAD MATIOMAL AMTHEM COMING FROM
15 A DEFEATIST. HE'S MO

PATREIOT...

THE TV. QUR STAR-SPANGLED BAMNER,

IT HAD BEEM FORBDDEN AMD REPLACED BY
THE MEW GOVERMMENT ™S ISLAMIC HYMAL,,

IT HAD BEEM MORE THAM A YEAR
SIMCE WE'D HEARD IT...

FYLET THE EVIL THOUGHTS
OF YOUR, EMEMIES BE
FAR. FEAM YOU 3.0

WE WERE OVERWHELMELD...

WELLOME TO THE £:00 MEWS, 440 IRANIAN F--145
CARRIED QUT BOMBIMG EAIDS OM BAGHDAD TOMIGHT.

WELL, THERE'S
WOUR, PROOF THaT
DU AR MY 15

STILL STROMG!

YOU CAN'T ALWAYS BELIEVE
WHAT THEY SAY. 8 0'CLOCK,
THE BEC 15 BROADCAST ING
TO0. WHERE'S THE RADID?

0L RO
BELIEVE &MY THING!
HERE'S THE
FADAG!

E




BZZT...Z22ET.

ALD IRANIAN BOMBERS AT TACKED
BAGHDAD TORAY...

WE GOT THEM
WHERE IT
HURTS!

=1
o
=X
$3g
PR
S
ad
L)
&

| WAS ALL WEOMG ABOUT DAD.
HE LOVED HIS COUNTEY AS MUCH

4% | DIk,

PRESIDENT
BAMISADR HAS
OR.DERED THE
RELEASE OF THE
MILITARY PILOTS
TAILED AFTER

THE FAILED COUP,
THEY AGREED TO
ATTACK IRAQ IF
THE GOVERMNMEWNT
BROADCAST THE
HATIOMAL ANTHEM,,.

T

As UsUaL, MY RaD WAS RIGHT .

By



. ,THE REST OF THE NEWS | HOPE PARDISSE’S bab
ISN'T DEAD!

WASN'T S0 COOL...

IRAMLAN
LOSSES
WERE VERY
HEAVY...
HALF OF THE
FPLAMES M
THE AISSION
HAVE MNOT
RETURMNED,

| HAD TO WAIT Twi WEEKS TO FIMND OUT.

(Hev: paroisse )

4

§

IN CLASS, THE TEACHER ASKED US TO WRITE & P RIDN'T MEER TO DO MUCH THINKIMG, | KNEW ALl
EEPORT ABOUT THE WAR, ABOUT THE WAR,

| KHEW RIGHT AwWAY, BUT |
DIDM'T DARE ASK,

WO KO WHAT
YOU'RE GOING TO SAY7

IT's A
DIFFICULT
SUBJECT,
BUT IT
CONCERNS
US ALL.
THIME
ABOUT 1T
CAREFULLY.

s



| WEOTE FOUR PAGES OM THE | WAS VERY PROUD OF MYSELF,

HISTORICAL COMTEXT ENTITLED

"THE ARAB COMQUEST AND W THIS WaR, 1S

DUR WaR .~ THE SAME AS THE
OHE L4000 YEARS

THAT'S PRETTY

BUT THE TEACHER PIDN'T SEEM
TOO IMPRESSED.

wPARDISSE'S REPORT WAS BY FAR THE BEST. IT WAS A LETTER TO
HER. FATHER. IN WHICH SHE PROMISED TO TAKE CARE OF HER MOTHER

AMP LITTLE BROTHER. .

AT RECESS, | TRIED TO COMSOLE HER....
e | WISH HE WERE. ALIVE
(s AMD M JAIL RATHER
[vaura FATHER, ACTED uKE] l L LD S A s,
L]

A GENUINE. HERD, YOU
SHOULD BE PROUG OF HIM

THOSE WERE HER EXALT
WORDPS TO ME.

-1



YES, IT WAS WAR ALL RIGHT.
RIGHT AWAY, THE
SUPER MARKETS WERE EMPTY,

"M NOT SURE
IT'S EVEM WORTH
GETTING & CART .

——

P em—

IF STORES
WERE
CLOSED FOR
A SINGLE
DAY, YoUD
PROBABLY
EAT EACH
OTHER! AND
YOL CALL
WOMSELVES
CIVILIZED
PEDFLE! IF
EVEENMDMNE
TOOK OMLY
WHAT THEY
REEDED
THERE
WIOLALD

BE EMOLMGH
TO GO
AROUND!

om—

H HOwW MANY BOXES
(F RICE TID WE GET?

i+

HMM. WE'LL
&0 TO THE
STORE ACROSS
THE STREET
AND TRY TO
GET MORE. WOU
HENER, WM




. THERE WASN'T MUCH AT THE
GAS STATIONS EMTHER.

JERRY CaMST

WiHY 0O YU THINK ? TO MAKE
STRAWBERRY <0ba!!

EVERY MORMING | HAVE

TO PRIVE &40 MILES 50 THAT
YU CAN HAVE A PEACEFUL
LIFE. HOW ApA | GOING TO RO
THAT WITH MO Car ? HUH?
THAT'S WHY | HEED CAMS,
FOR GASOLIME! CAM vOU
UNDERSTAMD THATY THE
CAR RUMS OM GASTY

LOGK, | AM SO SORRY,
DARLING. ['VE BEEN RUN-
Mk AROUMD THE WHILE

DA I'VE GOT & SPUTTING 5 0

HE ADACHE. YOU KNOW @ O F ey
WHAT 7 M JUST GOIMG m

TO FILL UP THE TAMKS .:]

AND THEN WELL TRY =

T FID & RESTALANT. r- m—j

-

US) N /] |0

IT TOO0K US UNTIL TWO [M THE ADRMING, WE CBVIDUSLY DIDN'T GO TO
ARy RESTAURAMT,

WE DOM'T FILL CAMS. OF COURSE THEY'RE MNOT SAYING

OTHERWISE THERE WON'T ARYTHIMG, IT'S A HUGE MESSY

BE EMOUGH FOR EVERYOME. IRAQ BOMBED THE REFINERY
AT ABADAN!

ALRIGHT. TO0O BAD,
BUT DD YOU KNOW
WHAT'S GOIMG OM7
THE PRESS ISM'T

SAYIMG AMYTHING.

MALL WAS MY MOTHER 'S CHILDHOOD
FRIEMD, SHE LIVED IM ABADAM
WITH HER HUSBAND AMD TWO KIDS.

23



DID YO TRY HER
MOTHER? SHE
SHOULD KNOW
WHAT HAPPENED!

AFTER ABADAN, EVERY BORDER TOWMN WAS TARGETED BY BOMBERS. MOST OF THE PECPLE LIVING IM
THOSE AREAS HAD TO FLEE NORTHWARD, FAR FROM THE IRAQI MISSILES.

g | s I A
-5
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ENVERYTHING'S DESTRIVED,

C'MON BOYS, I'LL FIX WO
SOME HOT CHOCOLATE .

HEY, IT'LL BE OK,
CALM DOWHL,.. L]

LOOK AT THis!
THAT™S &LL |
COULD SAVE

’ THEY DI HAVE A REALLY MNICE
FIRST WE WENT TO MY MOTHER'S HOUSE. “WE KEPT
RINGING THE DOORBELL, BUT SHE'S DEAF. I'M SDRRY. HOUSE . WE SPENT OUR. VACATION
THERE & FEW YEARS EARLIER.,
HO, YOU BID THE THAT HOUSE COST A THE MARBLE ALOME COST
EIGHT THING COMING o MILLICH, A MILLICH UP | ME 400,000,
HERE. = IN SMORE! CAN YOU -

IMAGIME THAT 7

bf

90



VIOU TWO, FOLLOW ME.

Ok, HERE YOU G0. YOUR BED IS READY. QUR HOUSE IS YOUR
HOUSE. THE KIDS CAM SLEEF IM MARTIS EO0M,
L
% S, [ | _—
oy, i

_m 3
£ j
L f

LL- 1
T

b

DO YOU LIKE STAR WARS?

Ry
am'®
=T
i

e
Weaw

YOU DO T
HAWE. Ay TO

; AT MY HOUSE, WE
ﬁ% rlr:ﬂ L m'-;bl HAD ALL THE ST AR
5 . WARS STUFF.
g IF Y0 WANT, | CAN 25
BEAT YOU A STORY.
SN[
) B

R M
& 43 ® o

| LIKE PRIMNCESS
LEIA,

OK, HOW IT'S TIME TO GO
TO BED. GOUDMIGHT, KIDS.
P o
L)

91



MALI AMD HER FAMILY SPENT A WEEK WITH US, THAT'S HOW LONG IT TOOK TO SELL THE TEWELRY AND
START OVER AGAIM. MALI'S MOTHER WAS BITTER AND HARD TO DEAL WITH (AMD DEAF). BUT THEY WERE
HAPPY AT OUR PLACE. THEM, OME DAY, WE WENT TO THE SUFERMARKET.

HEY, THEY Oic, WE'LL JUST
sTilL Have | |ForeeT aBouT
KIDHEY
BEAMS, WE
CAN MAKE
CHILI

e p e T M R 2
. M

SINCE THE REFUGEES Have Des-|  [wouree
' CEMDED O TEMRAN, YOU CAN’ RIGHT THERE,
HA HA HA! GET ANVTHMG TO EAT ANYMORE.
A i -

HAHAHAHA! e

.'.

9z



THEY TAke  |LIMY NEIGHBOR EVEN SAD SHg HEarD | | [s00n, i wom'T JusT 8E Fooo.
EVERNTHING . o THAT THEIR WOMEN ARE PROSTITUTING WITH ALL THOSE SLUTS OUT
THEMSELVES . ND DIGHITY AT ALL! ]"_‘““' THERE, WE'RE GOING TO HAVE
TO WATCOH OUR HUSBAKMDS |

'S TERRIBLE, WHAT
WOU'RE SAYING!

ANYWWAY, A% EVERYONE
KHOWS : "SOUTHERM
WOMEM ARE ALl WHORES "™

TO HAVE THE PMYSELF...
IRAQIS ATTALK,
AMD TO LOSE
IN &4 INSTANT,
EVERNYTHIMNG
YOU HAD BLILT
OVER A
LIFETIME,
THAT'S

OME THING...
BUT TO BE
SPAT UPOM
BY YOUR OwH
KIND, IT 1S
IMTOLER ABLE !

| i
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L THEKEY

THE IRAGI AR MY HAD COMQUERED THE CITY OF KHOREAMSHAHR. THEIE ARMS WERE MODERM, BUT WHERE
IRAG HAD QUALITY, WE HAD QUANTITY, COMPARED TO IRAG, IRAM HAD A HUGE RESERNVOIR OF;PL‘.ITENTIAL
SOLBIERS, THE HUMBER OF WAR MARTYRS EMPHASIZED THAT DIFFEREMNCE.

CAM “OU HELP
ME STYLE MY

”

HOW CAaM | MOT SEE 7 THEY'RE & DM B
COG ALL THEY CAM TO SHOW $f§;? W%H-TNﬂmﬁ
THE STREETS ARE PACKED Cwm’rs BUILT FOR HipA
WITH RUPTIAL CHAMEBER.S. THAT WaY, THE DEAD MAN
CAN SYMBOLICALLY ATTAIN
CARMAL KMNOWLEDGE .

IT WaAS 08VIiUs THAT
MANY OF THE FIGHTERS
PIED VIRGINS,

mow, DOR'T AL THESE DEAD | | oue counTryY Hag =
MEAN ANVTHING TO WOU? ALWAYS KMNOWN
WAR AND .
MAR S, S0 LIK
g:&wg‘f e MY FATHER SAID:
SOMETHING MAWHEN A BlG WAVE
i) COMES, LOWER.

- YOUR HEAD AND

BUT WE ;
o ST i LET IT PasSsS!¥

LIVIMG!

THAT'S VERY PERSIAN. THE
PHILOSOPHY OF RESIGMATION

94



B, IT WASH'T alway's EASY:
PUT OM FUMERAL MARCHES,

gy

| AGREED “WITH MY MOTHER . | TOO TRIED TO THIMK OMLY OF LIFE. HOWEVE
AT SCHOOL, THEY LIMED US UP TWICE A DAY TO MOURM THE WAR DEAD, TH

AND WE HAD TO BEAT OUR BREASTS.

ag



| REMEMBER, MY INITIATION. IT WAS THE FIRST
DAY OF CLASS AFTER SUMMER VACATION.

THEM THE LOUDSFPEAKERS STARTED TO SlkG.

WELCOME, GIRLS OF IRAM, THE
WAR HAZ TAKEN THE FLOWER
OF DUR MATION'S YOUTH!

BABABABABAS
£ HEY TROOPS OF ..
BE J READY, B

BE READY

LET’S GO CHILDREN, ON THE HEART! )

SEEM IT BEFORE.

IT WASH'T A% BAD AS OME MIGHT THIMK. WE'D

THE COUNTRY'S RITUALS. DURING

HITTING YOURSELF IS OME OF SOMETIMES EVEM WITH CHAINS.

CERTAIM RELIGIOUS CEREMOMIES,
SOME PECPLE FLAGELLATED
THEMSELVES BRUTALLY.

26

IT COULD GO VERY FAR.

SOMETIMES IT \WAS COMSIDERED
& MACHD THIMG.




AFTER A LITTLE “WHILE, MO ONE
TOOK THE TORTURE SESSIINS
SERIOUSLY AMYMORE. AS FOR
ME, | IMMEDIATELY STARTED
MAKING FUM OF THEM,

THE MARTYES!

SATRAPI! WHAT ARE YOU
BOING OM THE GROUND?

I SUFFERIMNG,
CAN'T You SEE?

EVERY SITUATION OFFERED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
LAUGHS: LIKE WHEN WE HAD TO KNIT WINTER
HOODS FOR. THE SOLDIERS...

«OR WHEM WE HAD TO DECORATE THE CLASSKOOM

FOR THE AMNINVERSARY OF THE REVOLUTION...

STOF THAT! OR I'LL CALL
THE PRIMCIPALN

TOWET
PAPER. 77

YOU'RE AS WORTHLESS As
YOUR DECORATIONS! YOU'RE
WORTHLESS ! wOU HEAR
MEP WORTHLESS M.,

WHD SAID THAT? WHO WAS
IT? DOES SHE HAVE THE
COURAGE TO STAMD UP? IF
HOT, YOU'LL ALL BE PUNISHED!
WELL? WHO WwWaAS IT 727

937




| THINK THAT THE REASON WE WERE S0 REBELLIOUS WAS THAT QUR GEMERATION HAD KMOWMN SECULAR
SCHOOLS. 0BVIOUSLY, THEY CALLED QUR. PARENTS IM.

YOUR CHILPEEM HAVE MND
RESPELCT FOR. AMYTHIMG.
MO SELF-COMTROL! THE
BASIS OF EDUCATION COMES
FEOM THE 'FAMILH"{

STOF RIGHT THERE. YOU'RE
SAYING THAT WE DON'T
KMOW HOW TO EDUCATE
QUR CHILDREN?

THEY RE WELL-BEHAVED !

LISTEM, WE'RE AT War, 4 LOT
oF u:‘.‘H[LDRE.N DON'T EVEN HAVE
SCHOOL THESE DAYS, YOURS
HAVE A RARE OFPORTUNITY.
S0 YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE

WELL-BEHAVED P S0 THEY CaM
HIT THEMSELVES TWICE & Dav??

THEY CaM BE
FORBIDDEM
TO PLAY

LIKE THE KIDS
THEY ARE 77

ANYWAY, THAT S HOW
IT 15! EITHER THEY 0BEY
THE Law, 0R THEY'RE
EXPELLEDY

AND MAKE SURE THEY WEAR
THEIR VEILS CORRECTLY..

93

IF HAIR 15 AS
STIMULATING
a5 YOU SaY,

THEN YOU NEED
TO SHAVE YOUR.
MUSTACHE!

My FATHER ACTUALLY SAID THAT,




GIRLS HAD TO MAKE WINTER
HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS, BUT
BOYS HAD TO PREPARE TO
BECOME SOLDIERS.

——— =

HI MES, HASRINE.
SOU DOM'T LOOK
WELL.

MRS, HASRIME Was QUR Mall,

IT'S A
PLASTIC
KEY

PAIMTED
GOLD.

50, TELL ME,
WHAT'S WRONGT

THEY GAVE THIS TO MY SOM
AT SCHOOL. THEY TOLD THE
Bl's THAT IF THEY WEMNT
TO WAR, AMD WERE LUCKY
EMOUGH TO DIE, THIS KEY WIULD
GET THEM INTO HEAVEN,

HO, MY CHILD.
I'M HOT 0K,

I"LL MAKE
SOME TEA,

I'VE SUFFERED S0 MUCH, | RAISED MY FIVE KIDS
WITH THE WATER OF MY TEARS, NOW THEY WANT
TO TRADE THIS KEY FOR MY OLDEST SO0M...

ALL MY LIFE, 'VE BEEN FAITHFUL

TO THE RELIGION, IF IT'S COME
TO THIS... WELL, | CAMN'T BELIEVE
I8 ANYTHIMG ANYMORE ...

29

AHD THE CHILD,
WHAT DOES HE -E-A




THEY TOD HIM THAT IN PARA-
DISE THERE WILL BE PLEMTY
OF FOOD, WOMEN AMD HIUSES
MADE OF GOLD AMD DIAMONDS,

BRING HIM
HERE, I'LL

ON THE WAY, | THOUGHT
OF MY COUSIN PEYMAN,
HE WAS ALSD FOURTEEN.

WHEM | GOT BACK FEOM SCHOOL...

MADE-UP STORIES! WHAT
HELL? WHAT PARADISE?

STUFRNG YoUR: FACE!
: ]f

e

LISTEN, CHILD, THOSE ARE Ju-a'r]

GROWM DR, 0L WILL 50 TO

THIMK ABOUT WHEN YOU'RE
COLLEGE. OU'LL BECOME SOMEBIDY,

L I'LL MARRY HER! :)

I'M GOIMG TO
MY RO,

HEY! PEYMANT. WHAT?,,,
MNEXT WEEK YOU'RE

HAVING A PARTY P..LL
ASK MY pAOM,

THEY GIVE YOU THE KEYS

TELL ME, AT SCHOOL, DID
TO PARADISE?

A00




SHAHABR WAS AMOTHER COUSIM.

MOM, PEVMAN INVITED ME DOOH! SHAHAB! HE HADN'T BEEN LUCKY: THE WAR
TO A PARTY. CAN | GO 7 J - STARTED JUST AS HE BEGAN HIS
MILITARY SERVICE. THEY SENT
HIM TO THE FRONT RIGHT AwWAY,
1" O
LEAVE .

IT'S AWFUL. EVERY DAY | SEE BUSES FULL OF
KIS ARRIVING,

EECRUTIMNG CHILDREM FOR

1 wias JUST TALKING TO
MY MAAID. SHE SAID THEYRE
THE FROMT. REALLY '?

IT'S HUTS! THEY HYPHOTIZE THEM AMD JUST T0SS
THEM IMNTO BATTLE. ABSOLUTE CAEMAGE.

THEY COME FROM THE POOE AREAS, YOU
CAM TELL..FIRST THEY CONVINCE THEM
THAT THE AFTERLIFE IS EVEM BETTER
THAM DISHEYLAND, THEN THEY PUT THEM
IM A TRANCE WITH all THEIR, S0MGS...

101



THE KEY TO PARADISE WAS FOR POOR. PEOPLE. THOUSANDS OF YOUMG KIDS, PROMISED A BETTER LIFE,
EXPLOCED ON THE MINEFIELDS WITH THEIR KEYS AROUND THEIR MECKS,

MES, MASEIME'S SON MANAGED TO AVDID THAT FATE, BUT LOTS OF OTHER KIDS FROM HIS MENGHBORHOOD DIDN'T,

MEANWHILE, | 0T TO GO TO MY FIRST PARTY., HOT OHLY BID MY MOM LET ME GO, SHE ALSD
A SWEATER FULL OF HOLES AND MADE ME A MECKLACE WITH CHAINS AND NAILS, FUMEK

KNITTED ME
ROCK WAS [N,

1 Was LOOKIMG SHARP,

0%




AFTER THE BIRDER TOWNS, TEHRAN
BECAME THE BOMBERS" MAIM TARGET,
TOGETHER WITH THE OTHERL PECPLE (K QUK
BUBLEANG, 'WE TURMED THE BASEMENT INT(
A SHELTER. EVERY TIME THE SIREM RAMG
CUT, EVERYOME WOULD RUN DIWNSTAIRS.,

PUT YOUR CIGARETTE QUT. THEY SAY THAT THE GLOW OF
A CIGARETTE IS THE EASIEST THIMG TO SEE FROM THE SKY.






IT WASN'T TUST THE BASEMENTS, THE INTERIORS OF HOMES ALSD

CHANGED, BUT IT WASNT OMLY BECAUSE OF THE IRADI PLANES. ALROSS THE STREET, THEY'RE

TOTALLY DEVOTED TO THE NEW
IME. & GLIMPSE OF WHAT GOES

MOM, WHAT'RE YOU DOING? ) O I OCR HOUSE oKD B EHRWEEJ-!

— FOR THEM TO DENOUNCE US

THE MASKING TAPE IS TO PROTECT == 0 -

AGAINST FLYING GLASS DURING & 1:

BOMBING AND THE BLACK CURTAINS ARE nr XK g

) i

TO PROTECT US FROM. QUR HEIGHBORS.

X,

THE OTHER MIGHT, TWwWi GUARBIAMNS

OF THE REVOLUTION PATROLS PAID THEM SOMEONE TOLD US
A VISIT, WOU WERE PLAMRING

A PARTY. 0U KNOW
THAT IT'S STRICTLY
FORBIDDEM!

- THEY FOLMD RECORDS AND VIDED- AT EARMED HIM SEVENTY - r~
CASSETTES AT THEIR PLACE, A DECK FIVE LASHES. HIS WIFE CRIED S0 MUCH
OF CARDS, A CHESS SET. IN OTHER THAT THEY FIMALLY LET

WORDS, EVERYTHING THAT'S BANMED, HER. OFF WITH A HEFTY
! G —— FIME . BUT HE CAN'T WALK

ANYMORE.. NOW YOU SEE
WWHY | PUT TING UP

THE CURTAINS. WITH

THE PARTIES WE HAVE

OM THURSDAYS AMD THE
CARD GAMES OM MOMDAYS,
| WE HAVE T0 BE CAREFUL.

N

GET YOUR. ASS
1M THE CAR. MOVE!

i,

=

o

RUTIE

“10€



I SPITE OF ALL THE DANGERS, THE PARTIES WENT OM, "WITHOUT THEM IT WOULDN'T BE

PSYCHOLOGICALLY BEARABLE ¥ SOME SAID, "WITHOUT PAE‘_‘I’PE%I WE MIGHT AS WELL TUST BURY DURSELVES
NOW," ADDED THE OTHERS, MY UMCLE INVITED US TO HIS HOUSE TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF MY COUSIM,
EVERNYOME WAS THERE. EVEN GEAMDMA WAS DANCIMNG.

DAMN !

POWER OUTAGE'!

BE CAREFUL

WHRERE Yov
STEP!!

CON'T WOREY ABOUT IT!
ILL G0 GET THE ZARE.

A FARE 1S A KIND OF DRUM pPAY FATHER,
PLAYED IT VEEY WELL LIKE 4 PRO.

WE HAD EVERYTHING. WELL,
EVERNTHING THAT was FORBIDDEN,
EVEHN ALLOHOL, GALLOMS OF IT.

MY UNCLE WaS THE VINTHER,
HE HAD BULT A GEMUIMNE WINE-
MAKING LAB M HIS BASEMENT.

MES. HASRINE, WHO Was alLs)
HIS CLEAMIMG LADY, CRUSHEDR
THE GRAPES,

10€




SUDDENLY, SIRENS STARTEDR TO wWail...

e AHD MY AUNT DID TOD.

f

P

x 3‘1 @
@ﬁ?,@ 3\

?é?\
@

G

®)

.
\

Ij-.

IT'S ALRIGHT, STAY CalLm!

= AR
-
T

1 FOUMND MYSELF "WITH THE NEWBORN BABY WE
HAT BEEM CELEBRATING IM MY ARMS,

SIMCE THAT DAY, 'VE HAD DOUBTS ABCUT THE
SO-CALLED "MATEEMAL INSTINCT

A03



AFTER THE ALERT, WE WEHNT HOME.
SHE'S COMPLETELY NUTS! DID vou
SEE HOW SHE DROPPED THE BaBy? A
THAT WAS PEETTY INCREDIBLE!

i | WON'T TAKE
YOU THINK I'M STUPID 7! eI L

| CAN TELL BY YOUR TIE! PIECE FOR. TWENTY

OF WESTERNIZED TRASH! VEARS IVE
WORKED FOR THIS
COUMTRY amp
¥OU DARE TO TALK
TH ME LIKE THAT?

BEEH DRINKING, HAVE WE! Y

HO, ABSOLUTELY NOT!

408



FORGIVE HIM, LISTEMN, | COULD YOU'RE LUCKY TO HAVE THIS .
BE YOUR MOTHER.. HOW OLD WOMAN FOR YOUR. WIFE, OTHER- A aYe L TR
ARE YOU? SIKTEEN 7. WISE YLD ALREADY BE 1M HELL! d

MY DAUGHTER 1S TWELVE... SEE WHAT YOU HAVE AT HOME.
FORGIVE HIp...

ﬁRAHD‘MAl MARTI WHEM WE'RE THEY FOLLOWED US ALL THE “WAY HOME .

HOME, GET OUT FIRST. FLL TRY TO
STALL HIM, FLUSH ALL THE ALCOHOL
DOWWH THE TOILET.

DON'T WORRY
DEAR. I'M USED

TO T, WHEM YOUR
FATHER WaS aLIVE,
| WIS ALWAYS
HIDIRG HIS TRACTS.

MUST YOU REALLY WHERE 0O

YoU TwWo

COME UPSTAIRS?
OUR, ELDERY MEIGHBEDRE

HAS A HEART CONDITION. THINK YOU'RE
IF HE'S FRIGHTENED

BY THE NOISE, IT COULD

KILL HIM

A09



I HAVE DIABETES, MY BOY,
IF | BOMN'T DRIMK & LITTLE SYRUF,
M GOING TO FAINT.

HURREY DR | DON'T KMOW
HOW MUCH LONGER. YOUR
FATHER CAM STALL THEM!

DIABETES, TUST LIKE MY MOTHER |

S0 YOU UMDERSTAND
IT'S URGENT !

(anp THe FnaL Touck.)

cucK!

WERE ALL HE MEEDED
TO FORGET THE

WHERE IHDE.E.D'_' THEIR, FAITH
HAS MOTHING TO PO WITH
IPEOLOGY! & FEW BILLS

HEY, WOU DIDN'T
THROW IT ALL OUTT

440

MY GOD L. MEED
A PICK-ME-UP..,




'~~~ THE CIGARETTE

WE WERE USED TO IT. | WAS GEOWING UF AND
| EVEN HAD FRIEMDS OLDER THAM ME .

THE WAR HAD BEEM GOIMG 0N FOR TWO YEARS.

YESTERDAY OH THE HEWS THEY SaID WE
DESTROYED 4% IRAQI PLAMNES. RIGHT AFTER

0N THE BBC, | HEARD THAT IM FACT THE IRAQIS
HAD SHOT DOWM TWO OF DURS.

IT'S PERFECTLY CLEAR . EVERY DAY THEY TELL US THAT
WENE DESTROVED TEN PLANES AMD FIVE TAMKS, IF WU
START FROM THE BEGIMMING OF THE wmz.J THAT MAKE

THOUSAMD PLANES AMD THREE THIUSAND TAMKS DESTROVED.

EVEM THE AMERICANS PON'T HAVE AN AR MY THIS BlG.

BRINGGG...

HEY, THERE'S THE BELL,
DON'T YOU HAVE CLASS?

TIOK BUT WE'RE NOT GOING.

MO, WEVE GOT PHYSICAL EDUCA-
WE'RE GOING FOR. BURGERS.

)

{ BURGERSTY }
THEY ALSD
HAVE HOT DOGS,

i

ALL YOU MEEDED WAS SOME MONEY .

YEAH! AT KaMN5AS ON TORPAN
AVENUE

PON'T LOOK AT ME LIKE THAT.
WE'LL CLIMB THE WaLL.

TO RO IT.

Ha HA Ha HA! @

HA H& Ha!

IF | "WANTER TO 8€ FRIENDS
WITH A-YEAR-OLDS, | HAD

| WASH'T CHICKEMN, S0 |
FOLLOWED THEM .

| HAD ALREADY BROKEMN THE
RULES OMCE BY GOIMNG TO THE
DEMONSTRATION IM “39, THIS
WAS THE SECOND TIME .
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JORDAM AVEMNUE WAaS WHEEE THE
TEEMAGERS FROM MORTH TEHRAN
{THE NICE NEIGHBOR HOODS) HUMG
DUT, KANSAS WAS ITS TEMPLE .

IF SOME PUBLIC PLACES HAD SURVIVED THE REGIME'S R.EPR.ES-‘SIW,
EITHER [T WAS TO LEAVE US A LITTLE FREE SPACE, OR ELSE IT Was 0UT
OF IGMNORANCE, FERSOMALLY, THE LAT TEE THEIRY SOUNDED MORE LIKELY:
THEY PROBABLY HADM'T THE SLIGHTEST IDEA WHAT "KANSAS" WAS,

DID YOU SEE HIS HAIR P
JUST LIKE ROD STEWART!

YEAH, IF HE GETS
CAUGHT, HE'LL
GET 4 BUZZ CUT!

FOLLOW THE OTHERS, | MEAN. | WAS
TOO YOURG TO INTEREST THEM,

WE LET THE BOYS KNIW THAT THEY COULD FOLLOW US BY A FEW SIGMS.

4
N

#

c:rag %

e THE SIRENS WENT OFF.

WHAT THE HELL
ARE. YOU DOING 77 *

vV
=
>3
c— 3

WE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT IF WE
WERE IM THE STREET DURING A
BOMBIMNG, WE SHOULD LIE BOWH 1M
THE GQUTTER FOR SAFETY.

1L



THE WONDERFUL DAY WAS
SPOILED BY A MOM.,

S0 HiWW WAS
SCHOOL ?

YOU DARE TO
LIE STRAIGHT
TO MY FACE?

S0 MAYBE IT'S
ME WHO CUT
CLASS?

YOU TELL ME THE TRUTH
RIGHT MOW OR ELSE wOULL
BE PUMISHED TWICE!

MY MOTHER USED THE SAME
TACTICS AS THE TORTURERS.

BUT ALL | HAD WaS
RELIGION CLASS!

1 pON'T GIVE

AND YU JUST LIED AGAIM' THE
SCHOOL CALLED AND SAID YU HAD
GRAMMAR, THIS AFTERMION

| HAD SAID EELIGION TO TEY TO
MAKE MY MOTHER LESS ANGRY,
BUT IT HADN'T WORKED.

-
THIS TIME | COVERED 1|
FOR YoU, BUT IT'S THE
LAST TIME! MW IS THE
TIME FOR, LEARMING
YWOU HAVE YOUR WHOLE
LIFE TO HAVE FUN" WHAT
SRE WO GOING TO 8E
WHEN YOU GROW LP?P?
M THIS COUMTRY %o
HANE TO KNOW EVERY-
THMNG BETTER THAM
ANYOME ELSE IF YOLIRE
G0IMG TO SURNIVE 1'.__)

DIDN'T YOU MEET DAD WHEM
WOU WERE FOURTEENT

YOURE NOT
FOURTEEN!

A13

DICTATOR. !
YR} ARE THE
GUARDIAM OF
THE REVOLUTION
OF THIS HOUSE!




MAY |Gl TO THE
BASEMENT, Ma'aM?

‘*;ES, MISS SATRAPI I

SOMEWHAT LATEE.. [

EVEM IF IT'S TRUE, WHAT
THE IRAMIAMN ARMY HAS ]
L

DIFFEREMCE DOES IT MAKE
RETAKEHN KHORRAMSHAH TOUS?

«FOR THE FOURTH
TIME THIS MONTH.

THE BASEMENT Was MY

HIDEANAY. IM FACT, IRAQ PROPOSED

A SETTLEMENT, AMND SaUPI
ARABLA WAS WILLING TO

AS IT TURKEDR OUT, THEY
DID RETAKE KHORRAMSHAHR
SWE ALL THOUGHT THAT THE
SWAR WOULD FIMALLY EMD .

Py FOR RECONSTRULTION,
TO RESTORE PEACE TO THE

THEY DECLARED: ]

BUT QUR GOVERMMENT wWas

AGAINST IT. J

WE REFUSE THIS
iMPOSED PEACE!
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THE OME THAT STRUCK ME MOST BY ITS GIRY IMAGERY WAS: “TO DIE A MARTYR
15 TO INTJECT BLOOD INTO THE VEIMS OF SOCIETY."

415






IN THE MAME OF THAT WAR, THEY
EXTERMINATED THE EMEMY WITHIN,

THOSE WHOD OPFOSED THE REGIME WERE AND EXECUTED TOGETHER.
SYSTEMATICALLY ARRESTEDR...

IT WaS AWFUL, BUT
KOFFF | WOFFF | THIS WAS MOT THE
KaF’Fﬁ"I] MMOMENT TO GIVE IM,

AL FOR. ME, | SEALED
MY ACT OF REBELLIOM
AGAIMST My MOTHER'S
PICTATORSHIP BY
SMOKIMG THE
CHAARETTE I'D STOLEN
FROM MY URCLE TwWO
WEEK S EARLIER .

WITH THIS FIREST
CIGARETTE, | KISSED
CHILDHOOD GOOTEYE .

MOW | WAS 4 GROWN-UP,

113



& 2 THE PASSPORT

TULY A982. WE \WERE AT MY AUNT'S PLACE, THE
INTERMAL WAR HAD BECOME A BIGGER I5SUE THAM THE STRESS | GET FROM
THE WAR AGAINST IRAG . ANYOME SHOWING THE EVERY GUMSHOT | HEAR

SLIGHTEST RESISTANCE TO THE REGIME WAS PERSECUTED. 15 MUCH WORSE FOR ME
— THAM THE CIGARETTES.

TAHEE, STOP
5 patEinG!

THERE MUST BE A LOT OF
PEOPLE IN THE OPPOSITION
M OUR HEIGHBORHOD . WE
HEAR GUMSHOTS EVERY DAY,

SINCE HE HADR SEMT HIS OLDEST SOM TO HOLLAME,
UNCLE TAHER. HAD HAD TWO HEART ATTACKS. HE
WAS ABSOLUTELY FORBIDDEN TO SMOKE,

THE BUTCHER TOLD ME HE'S 7

SEEM KIDS EXECUTED IM THE MEEES_I] |-‘rrHI::JMK
STREET “WITHOUT EVEM HAVING & an TH‘;T

bl e b i MY SO0M IS SAFELY

ABROAD. BUT “WITH
THE BORDERS

CLOSED, HOW AM
| EVER GOIMNG TO
SEE HIM AGAIN T

| THE BORDERS WERE CLOSED FOR THREE YEARS
BETWEEH 4320 AND 4985 .

ANYWAY, I'M
ALREADY 59, BUT
THOSE POOR Z0-

YEAR -OLDS WHO

GET SLAUGHTERED.
THEY KILL ME...
THEY KILL ME.!

HOW MARY TIMES DID | SAY TO MY WIFE, “COME
OM, LET’S JOIM HIM." SHE PIBN'T WANT TO. SHE
INVOKED HER. COUNTRY, HER FAMILY, ETC, ETC.

MY UMCLE TAHER was S0 SAD THAT IT HUET TO
LOOK AT HIM, MO ONE DARED SAY A WORD.
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SOME DAYS LATER .

WHAT ARE WIL THIRKING ?

ABOUT TAHER. HiS S0M
LEAVIMNG HAS DONE HIM 1M,
I'VE HEVER SEEM HIM LIKE THAT,

CAN YOU IMAGINE ? A THIRTEEH,
FOURTEEM-YEAR-OLD CHILD, ALOMNE
M A& COURTREY WHERE HE DOESH'T
EVEM SPEAK THE LANGUAGE ?

TCH.AT
FOURTEEM
WO DON'T
HEED Y0UR
PARENTS
AR MORE!

YOU'D BE BETTER OFF
WITHIUT MAIL POLISH.
YOU COULD GET ARRESTED.

I'LL PUT MY
HAMDS 1M
PRy POCKETS.

PRETTY STUBBORN GIRL, HUH?

WHERE. DO YU SUPPOSE
SHE GETS THAT?

| &AM SO LUCKY TO BE
MAREIED TO A MAN
LIKE YOU, YOU'RE

SO SENSITIVE. THE
KINDEST Mad 04 EARETH,

IT ALWAYS RINGS AT
THE WRONG TIME !

41419

GET REAL. UP TO & CERTAIN
AGE, YOU MEED WOUR, PARENTS,
THEM LATER, THEY HEED YU,

SOMETIMES IT SCARES ME
HOW BLUNT SHE 1S,

IT'LL HELF HER
LATER OH. YOU'LL SEE.




UNCLE TAHER HAD JUST RED CRESCENT TRUCKS WERE PULLED UP IN FROMT OF THE HOSPITAL,

SUFFERED HIS THIRD HEART CALLING FOR PEOFLE TO GIVE BLOOD FOR THE WAR WOUMDED, THERE
ATTACK. WE WERE OFF TO
THE HOSPITAL.

il
AL
THLU
Ly

WERE S0 MAMNY OF THEM.

GWE 8L00D !
GIVE B8LOOD!!

W

OMCE INSIDE THE HOSPITAL | FELT EVEM WORSE.

"M LOOKING FOR TALISCH... THAT'S
ME. TALISCHI'S ROOM. 342, THIRD FLOOR,
@ AT THE END OF
\g‘ O THE HaLL TO THE
v M

RIGHT.

Loo
. T
-
(
/
- el
&
B k!

AZ0



HE MEEDS OPEM HEART
SURGERY, BUT THEY'RE MOT
EQUIPPED HERE. THEY TOLD
ME THAT HE HAS TO BE SEMT
TO ENGLAMD,

THEY THREW A GREMADE... THEY WANTED TO ARREST SOME
COMMUNISTS WHD "WERE HIDING NEAR. QUR PLACE, AND THEY
THREW & GREMADE... TAHER COULDH'T DEAL WITH IT... WHEN |
CAME INTD THE LIVING ROOM, HE WAS LYING 0N THE FLOOR...

TO GO THAT, HE MEEDS
A PEEMIT, THEY GAVE ME
THE MAME OF THE HOSPITAL
DIRECTOR . IF HE AGREES,
TAHER, WILL GET A
PASSPORT <0 HE CaM &D.

SIMCE THE BORDERS WERE
CLOSED, ONLY VERY SICK PEOPLE
LIF THEY GOT A PEEMIT FROM
THE HEALTH MINISTREY) WERE
ALLOWED TO LEAVE,

IT'S O THE 47" FLOOR,, RUMBER 405 )
I i
a

DMLY MY AUMT wWAS ALLIWED M SHE
HAD & Bl SURPRISE, THE DIRECTOR
WAS HER FORMER WINDDW WASHER,

ACTED AS IF SHE DIBN'T RECOGMIZE
HIM TO AVDID OFFENDIMNG HIM,

MY HUSBANE HAD HIS THIRD
HEART ATTACK, HE HEEDS MEDI-

CAL CARE OUTSIDE THE COUMTRY.

WE'LL DO OUR BEST.
IF GOD WILLS IT,

HELL GET BETTER.
EVERYTHING
DEFEMDS OM GOD.

| HEED YOUR
AUTHORIZATION
S0 HE CAMN GET
A PASSPORT !

121

ALL THAT CREEPY WIMDOW
WASHER HAD TO DO TO BECOME
GIRECTOR OF THE HOSPITAL WAS
TO GROW A BEARD AMDP PUT ON A
SUIT! THE FATE OF MY HUSEBAMD
DEFEMDS 0N A& \WINDOW WASHER !
HMOW HE'S S0 RELIGIOUS THAT HE
WON'T LODK A WOPAN IN THE
EYE . THE PATHETIC FOOL ! J




AFTER, THE DIRECTOR, WE WENT TO SEE THE
CHIEF OF STAFF, DR, FATHI,

LOOK IM THIS RO0M. THEY'RE ALL VICTIMS
OF CHEMICAL WEAPDHS!

MATAM, WE WILL DO WHAT WE CAN. WE ARE
TEERIBLY STEAPPED AT THE MOMENT.

THE GERMARS SELL CHEMICAL WEAPINS TO IRAM AMD RAD, THE WOIUNDED ARE
THEM SENT TO GEEMANY TO BE TREATED, VERITABLE HUMAN GUINEA PlGS.

WHY ARE YOU TELLING ME THIST! | COULDN"T

ARE LESS. | WANT MY HUSBAND TO GET WELL! CALA DININ, DEAFR. .

ENERYTHIMNG WILL BE ALL
RIGHT. BOM'T WOREY .,

ALL



WE WENT TO SEE AR ACQUAIN-
TAKCE OF MY FATHER'S, KHOSRD,
HIS BROTHER AMD MY UMCLE ANOOSH
WERE N PRISON TOGETHER DURING
THE REIGN OF THE SHAH .

EBl, THE BROTHER OF
ANOOSH? COME IN! COME IMN!

LOOK, EBI, A WHILE MOMTH'S
WORK, JUST FOR THE STAMP,

HOW MUCH TIME
WILL IT TAKE TO
PAKE B PASSPCRT 7

]
Ton

S

-

& WEEK,

spanmu il

THIS IS HILOUFAR. , HER BREOTHER
WAS MY MESSENGER BOY, THEY
ARE LODKING ALl OVER, FOR HER
BECAUSE SHE'S A COMMUNIST, |
LET HER. STAY IM MY BASEMENT,

SINCE THEY SHUT DOWM MY
PUBLISHING COMPANY, I'VE BEEN
PRINTING FAKE PASSPORTS. Bl
SELLERS, Y0 WANT OMET

SHE'S EMRHTEEM, THE SAME AfGE
AS MY DAUGHTER,, MARDANA .

WITH HER MOTHER RIGHT
AFTER THE REVOLUTION.,

KHOSEO'S DAUGHTER HAD LEFT

WHEN THEY LET HIpA DUT, MY
BROTHER STARTED GOING TO
COUMTER -REVILUTIONARY
DEMONSTRATIONS. HE TOLD ME THAT
THE CHIEF OF THE MEW EXECUTIONERS
WAS HIS TORTURER [N THE SHAH'S
PRISOM, HE SAW IT WITH HIS 0WHN
EYES, HE SAID "KHOSRD, | CAN'T
TAKE AMY MORES | MADE HIM A
FAKE PASSPORT AND HE SOUGHT
POLITICAL ASYLUM IN S\WEDEN,

YO CAM COME M.
THEY'RE FRIEMDS.

THEY'VE BEEN SEARCHING
THE HOUSES OF EVERYOME
IM HER FAMILY. THIS IS THE
OMLY PLACE SHE'S SAFE .
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AFTER NEGOTIATIMG & PRICE, THE
EQUIVALENT OF ABOUT 4200, KHOSRD
AGREED TO MAKE A PASSPORT IN
FIVE DAYS, WE WENT BACK TO THE
HOSPITAL FEELIMNG & LITTLE BETTER.,

I SAW KHOSRO. HE CAN
MAKE A PASSPORT FOR
TAHER. BY WEDNESDAY. .

HE'S COME TO, HE WaNTS

SEE, IT'S NOT
THE CIGARETTES

ITIRLIRIR

SELF, TALK ABCUT
SOMETHIMG ELSE |

-
DON'T UFSET YOUR- ,

THAT DID IT!
IT WAS THAT

LOOK AT HOW LITTLE
MARTI IS SROWING
UP, ONE DAY SHE'LL
LEAVE AMD YOUILL
SEE HIW HARD IT 1S
TO LOSE YOUR KIDS.

| HAVE DMLY OME WISH, AND THAT'S TO
SEE MY S0M AGAIN, OME LAST TIME,

ALk




TWO DAYS LATER, MILOUFAR,
THE EMaHTEEMN-YEAR-OLD
COMPMUNIST, WAS SPOTTED.

ARRESTED...

AND EXECUTED.

KHOSEO FOUND HIS HOUSE
EAaNSACKED.

FLED ACROSS THE MOUNMTAINS
TO TUEKEY...

AND SOUGHT ASYLUM WITH
HIS BROTHER, IN SWEDEM.

HE MEVER G0T T MAKE THE PASSPORT,

SAME DaY...

THREE WEEKS AFTER THESE EVENTS, UNCLE TAHER WAS BURIED. HIS REAL PASSPORT ARRIVED THE

[..HE NEVER 6OT T0 SEE HIS SON...

ALS




A YEAR AFTER MY UMCLE DIED, THE BORDPERS WERE REOPENED. SHE SURE PIDN'T LOOK VERY
MY FARENTS RAM TO GET PASSPORTS. HAPPY. 1M FACT, SHE WAS
UNMEECOGMIZABLE.

LOOK AT THE LAST PAGE: “IT IS My GOD. 3‘-‘?;5‘0‘
STRICTLY FORBIDDEN TO TRAVEL AT ME N THI

IED PALESTINE WITH THI PICTURE, WITH THE
e e v SCARF ON Y HEAD,

|

AS SO0M AS | GET MY WE WANT T0 SPEND SOME [ ]
PASSPORT, WE'LL GO TIME TOGETHER, JUST THE ] %rﬁ-glw?m&m
ON 4 BiG TRIP! ’ TWO OF US, FOR A FEW DAVYS. fpcdoysaliog r

TO TURKEY. IF
YOU'RE TAKING &
TRIP, sy MOT GO
TO EURDPE DR THE
UMITED STATES L.,

IF YOU WANT US TO BRING YOU £ DENIM JACKET, CHOCOLATE, A THEY'RE HOT BRUTES. J
I BACK SOME PRESENTS, JUST ASK. POSTER, ND, TWD POSTERS. DNE OF | REALLY UKE WHOT THEY DO.
KIM WILDE AND ONE OF IRON MAIDEN,
WHAT CAN YOU BRIMG ME BACK
FEOM TURKEY 7 SHISH-KEBABS 7 IRON MANDEN? THOSE
FOUR BRUTES?
LISTEN MART), WHERE
B0 WU THINK 8L THE
HF STUFF WL LIKE
[M-—:- FROM 7 ]

DURIMG THE WAR, THERE WERE
MO IMPORT S FROM THE WEST.

ALE
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FIRST THING AFTER THEY GOT TO IKSTANBUL, THEY WENT TO BUY THE POSTERS.

IRON
TEf:c-iEJEH

ARSOLUTELY!

‘M GLAD

IT's &0 HAR [
WE FOUNP { | For KIDS IN
L‘-’Hﬁ, IRAN. THE POOR
THINGS.
SHE

WANTER!

TRUTH, YU
REALLY LICE
IROM MAIDEN 7

You
HYPOCRITE!

AS SO0M AS THEY WERE IM THE
HOTEL, THEY SET TO FINDIMG & WaY.

WE COULD FOLD THEM AND HIDE THEM
[ THE LIMIMG OF THE SLMTCASE!

FOLD THEMP THAT wWill LEAVE
MARKG, SHELL BE PEARPORITEDR.

UMDER, QUR,
ARPASTCOME M)

A3

AND THEN phY MOTHER Hal &
GREAT IDEA..

L]
TAaKE e T4
OFF YOUR | = %
COAT.




BEHIMEG 1T,

NP THEM SEWED IT BACK IM,

———

YOUFRE SURE
1 LOGK MORMAL 7

YOU TUST LOOK LIKE
YOU'RE WEARING
SHOULDER PADS.

IT's STYLISH.

AZE




ARRINIMNG AT TEHRAN'S
MEHEABAD AIRFORT...

I"M WALIKING LIKE mesnmm__)

MO YOUPRE MO, YOU LK.
COMPLETELY MATURAL,

A

(PLace vour BaGS ON THE TABLE )

MAGAFINES 7...

S0, WHAT HAVE YOU GOT WITH
YOU? ALCOHOL 7 PLAYING CARDS ?
MUSIE? FILM P CHESS SET P

HOTHIMG, JUST

YOL'RE SURE YOU'VE GOT
HOTHIMG ILLEGAL 7

p——

>

l‘!ll_.-.f

[ “OU REALIEE THAT IF | FIND
ANYTHING ILLEGAL, I’LL...

SIR, PLEASE
B0 WWE REALLY
LOOK LIKE

SMUGHLERSY

4239




BACK HIME ..

WHAT ABOUT MY POSTERS?

EBI! BEING
YOUR, COAT!
A

& 0

I ' WANTED POSTERS,
Caresun NOT PHOTOCS!
»
.

THANK YOU pM0M 50, HOW
WAS TURKEY?

THAMK YOUR

MOTHER. IT Was
HER IDEA.




| PUT MY POSTERS UF IMN MY ROOM,

v AND MY BENIM TACKET WITH THE MICHAEL
JACKSOM BUTTON, AND OF COURSE, MY HEADSCARF,

[_:—-c WHAT DO YOU THIMK ? ]

\K

131

FOR AN IRANIAN MOTHER, MY
MOM WAS VERY PERMISSIVE.,
| ONLY KMEW TWO OR THREE
OTHER GIRLS WHO COULD GO
OUT ALONE AT THIRTEEN.




FOR & YEAR MOW, THE FOOD SHORTAGE HAD BEEN RESOLVED BY THE GROWTH OF THE BLACK MARKET.
HOWEVEE, FIHDIHC; TAPES WAS A LITTLE MORE COMPLICATED. OM GANDHI AVEMUE WU COULD FIND THEM.

MACKSON_,
|

VIDEDS, MUSIC,
CARDS, LIPSTICK,
NAIL
POLISH,
CHESS
SET,
PANTYHOSE,
CHOCOLATE,

v

SOMETIMES.,
JULIC IGLESIAS W JIKAEL
PNk,

ABBA, BEE GEES , VYAZOD
ESTEVIE
e %" g 3o h
N ) vy

JWE'RE THE KIDS
IN AMERICA Jdwita.

THEY WERE GUARDIAMS OF THE RENOLUTION, THE
WOMERS BRANCH, THIS GROUF HAD BEEM ADDED IN
AAEL, TO ARREST WOMEN WHD WERE IMPROPERLY

WEILED, (LIKE ME, FOR EXAMPLE.}

AL



THEIR J08 wWas TO PUT US BACK
ON THE STRAIGHT ARD NARROW
By EXPLAIMING THE DUTIES OF

MUSLIM WOPMEN .

THERE Was NI ALTERNATIVE.
| HAD TO LIE.

| WEAR, THESE
BELAUSE | PLAY
BASKETBALL.

IT WaS CBVIBUS THAT SHE HAD
NO IDEA WHAT PUNK WAS,

AND YOU WEAR, THIS JACKET MO, IT'S MALCOLM X, THE LEADER
FOR. BASKETBALL T0O 77 | 0F BLACK MUSLIME IN AMERICA .

POM'T GIVE ME THAT!

w7 | DONT
FEMOW HIpA,

MICHAEL JACKSOM! THaAT
SN MBOL OF DECADEMCE ?

BACK THEM, MICHAEL JACKSOM
WAS STILL BLACK.

AREN'T YOU ASHAMED TO WEAR
TIGHT JEAMNS LIKE THESE??

60 OM, GET 1N THE CAR.
WERE TAKING YIU DOWM
TO THE COMMITTEE .,

THE COMMITTEE WAS THE HE OF
THE GUARDIAMS OF THE REVOLUTION,
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AT THE COMMITTEE, THEY BION'T HAVE TO INFORAM MY
FARENTS. THEY COULD DETAIN ME FOR HOURS, O
FOR DAYS. | COULD BE WHIPPED. IN SHORT, ANYTHING
COULD HAPPEM TO ME. IT WAS TIME FOR ACTION,

[ P SORRY MAAM! FLL MEVER DO IT AGAIN...

MA'AM, MY MOTHER'S
DEAD. MY STEPMOTHER
1S REALLY CRUEL AND IF
I DON'T GO HOME RIGHT
AWAY, SHE'LL KILL ME...

SHE'LL BURMN ME WITH
THE CLOTHES IROMN!

MAYBE SHE BELIEVED ME, MAYBE SHE JUST
PRETENDED TO. BUT, MIRACULOUSLY, SHE LET ME GD.

SHE’LL MAKE MY
FATHER PUT ME
iN AN ORPHANAGE

BALK HOME.., I
MarII! WHAT HAPPENED?
HAVE YOU BEEN CRYING T

MO MOM M TUST
TIRED, M GOING TO
MY RO0M.

THERE WAS MO wWay | CoULR TELL
THE TRUTH. SHE HEVEE wWOULD
HAWE LET ME GO OUT ALOME AGAIM.

| GOT OFF PRETTY EASY
COMSIDERING . THE GUARDIAMS
OF THE REVOLUTION DIDN'T
FIND MY TAPES.

) WE'RE THE KIDS IN
AMERICA WHOALD JJ

7

TO EACH HIS OWH WAY OF CALAING DOWHL

SET




8 444 THE SHABBAT

TO KEEP US FROM FORGETTING THAT WE WERE AT WAR, IRAQ OPTED FOR A HEW STEATEGY...

| HEARD THEY'RE GOING TO USE ] l WHAT ARE YOU SAYING? WE'RE

BALLISTIC MISSILES AGAINST US.

NOT AT “WAR WITH THE SOVIET
UNION. | DOM'T BELIEVE THE IRAQIS
HAVE WEAPONS LIKE THAT,

MISSILES THAT CAM GO THAT FAR COST A FORTUNE!

(WELL, THAT'S WHAT THE RUMIRS SAaY!) \
[ WE [RANIANS ARE. OLYMPIC CHAM~

FIONS WHEN T COMES TO G0SSIP,

FEOM THE IRAQ BORDER TO TEHRAM IT'S THIUSANDS OF MILES, )

SHE'S RIGHT. WE LOVE TO
EXAGGERATE,

WHY DO YOU S4Y THAT?

YOU SEEM TO HAVE THE
OPPOSITE SYMPTOM |

THE BBC.
MY NATURAL OPTIMISM
TUST LEADS ME TO BE
SKEPTICAL .

EVEN WHEM YU SEE SOMETHIMG
WITH YOUR 0w EYES, YU
MEED COMFIRMATION FROM
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MOAE PESSIAISA SOOM wWON DUT OVER DAD'S OPTIMISM, IT TURMNED OUT THAT THE IRAQIS BID HAVE
MISSILES, THEY WERE CALLED "SCUDSY AND TEHRAM BECAME THEIR TARGET.

WHEN THE SIRENS WENT ON, IT MEANT WE HAD e LA THEY -
THREE MINUTES TO KNOW IF THE END HAD COME . it L e el i e
F

IT'S THE SAME THIMNG,

IT WOULDN'T
PALKE AMY
CAFFERENCE !

THE THREE MINUTES SEEMED
LIKE THREE DAYS. FOR THE FIRST
TIME, | REALIZED JUST HOW

MUCH DANGER, WE WERE IN. YOU WON'T DEAR.

| PROMISE YOU !

ELS



NOW THAT TEHRAN WAS UNPER ATTACK, MAMY FLED, THE CITY WAS DESERTED. AS FOR US, \WE STAVED,
HOT JUST QUT OF FATALISM. IF THERE WAS TO BE & FUTURE, IN MY PARENTS' EVES, THAT FUTURE was

LIMKEDR TO My FEEMCH EDUCATION, AMD TEHRAM WAS THE DMLY FLACE | COULD GET IT.

SOME PEOPLE, MORE
CIRCUMSPECT, TO0K SHELTER
IN THE BASEMENTS OF BlG
HOTELS, WELL-KNIWM FOR
THEIR. SAFETY, APPARENTLY
THEIR. REINFORCED CONCRETE
STREULCTURES WERE
BOMBPROOF,

THm—r—

ruHE'. EXAMPLE WaAS JUR )
NEIGHBOR'S, THE BABA-LEVYS.
THEY WERE AMONG THE FEW
JEWISH FAMILIES THAT HAD
STAYVED AFTER THE REVOLUTION.
MR, BABA-LEVY SAID THEIR
AMCESTORS HAD COME THREE
THOUSAND YEARS AGD, AMD

. THEIR DAUGHTER MEDA WAS
A QUIET GIRL WHO BIDN'T PLAY
MUCH, BUT WE WD Talk
ABIUT ROMAMCE FEOM TIME
TO TIME .

LlE'AH WAS THEIR HOME .

WONE DAY A BLOMD PRIMCE
WITH BLUE EYES WILL COME
AHD TAKE ME TO HIS CASTLE...

S0 LIFE “WEMT OM...
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..ON ONE DAY, UKE ANY OTHER:

(o4, 1000, 4200 TUMANS.

| WANT TO GET SOME JEANS

MOM, CAN | HAVE SOME MONEYT
AND ESPADRILLES.

A000 TUMANS?

OUR CURRENCY HAD LOST ALL ITS
VALUE, IT WAS SEVEN TUMANS TO
THE DOLLAR, WHEN THE SHAH wWas
STILL AROUMD. FOUR YEARS LATER
T WAS 440 TUMANS TO THE DOLLAR
FOR MY MOTHER, THE CHAMGE WaS
50 SUDDEN THAT SHE Hal & HaRD
TIME ACCEFTIMG IT.

TAVAMIE, WaS WHERE | LIVED.

0K, 'Ll TAKE THE TEANS,
AND THESE EARRINGS.

:

ANE I'LL TaKE

i’

WE WERE IN THE MIDST OF SHOPPING
EUPHORIA, WHEN SUDDENLY...

BOOMII

IF SOMEONE HAD TIMED ME, |
THINK | WOULD HAVE BEAT THE
WORLD SPEED RECORD,
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HIT MY STREET !

MATAM, WHICH APPARENTLY, IT
BUILDIMG WAS EXPLODED AT THE
HIT ? i OF THE STREET,

4 CROWD HAD GATHERED IN FRONT
OF MY STREET ! THE BOMB HAD

MY BUILDING AMND THE BABA-
LEWVY'S WERE AT THE EMD OF
THE STREET.

OHE CHAMCE 1IN TWD THAT IT
WAS DUR BUILDING .

PLEASE, LET
ME THEQUGH .

WOU CAN'T GO BEYOND
THIS POIMT!
L] o . L
-
. (?

AMD HE LET ME THEQUGH.




[ BIDN'T WANT TO LOOK UP. | LOOKED AT MY TREMBLIMNG LEGS. | COULDN'T &0 FORMWARD,
LIKE IM A& MIGHTMARE .

1l

LET THEM BE ALIVE. LET
THEM BE ALIVE.. LET THEM ...

g

YOU'RE ALL RIGHT 7

DAD'S ALL RIGHT 7

GRANDMA'S ALL
RIGHT?

ALQ



[WHERE DIk T HIT?:]

THE BABA-LENY'S HOUSE.,

AT LEAST THEY
WEREM'T HOME!

WELL, | DON'T KMOW,
IT'S SATURDAY, YOU
KHOW .

SATURDAY 1S THE
JEWISH SABBATH.

WHEREVER, THEY ARE,
TEWS ARE SUPPOSED
TO GO HOME .

| KNOW IT'S
SATURDAY, 507

IT'S TRUE THAT THEY
WEREN'T VERY OBSERVANT,
| THIME YOUW'RE RIGHT.
THEY MUST HAVE STAYED
AT THE HILTON.

YOU KHOW THE TAPE | PUT 0N THE WINDOWS?
IT WORKED PERFECTLY ., ALL THE WINDDWS
ARE BROKEM, BUT THERE'S NOT A PIECE OF
BROKEN GLASS IN THE HOUSE!

| COULE TELL THAT MY MOTHER WAS TRYING TO CHAMGE THE SUBJECT.
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WHEM WE WALKED PAST THE BABA-LEVY'S HOUSE, WHICH “WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED, | COULD FEEL
THAT SHE WAS DISCREETLY PULLING ME AWAY . SOMETHING TOD ME THAT THE BABA-LEVYS Hal BEEN
AT HOME . SOMETHING CAUGHT MY ATTENTION.

| AW 4 TURGUOISE BRACELET. IT "WAS HEDA'S, HER THE BRACELET WAS STILL ATTACHED TO..
AUNT HAD GIVEM IT TO HER FOR HER FOURTEENTH 1 DOM'T KHOW WHAT...
BIRTHDAY...

MO SCREAM IM THE “WORLD COULD HAVE RELIEVED
M SUFFERIMG AMD MY ANGER .
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i===d9 THE DOWRY

AMYMORE .

AFTER THE DEATH OF MEDA BABA-LEVY, MY LIFE TOOK A HEW TURMN.
IN 4984, | WAS FOURTEEM AMD A REBEL. MOTHIMG SCARED ME

— — —

I'VE TOLD “0U &

HUNDEED TIMES
THAT IT IS STRICTLY
FORBIDDEN TO
WEAR TEWELRY
AMD TEANS!

WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH
THAT BRACELET ? GIVE IT TO
ME RIGHT HOW!

OVER, MY DEAD
BODY ! IT WAS &
GIFT FROM MY MM,

I HAD LEARMEDR THAT Y0OU SHOULD
ALNAYS SHOUT LOUDER THaM
YOUR AGGRESSOR..

ANDP THE HEXT DaVY...

(_LE-'I" ME SEE YIUR WRIST.

YEAH,

IF YOU'RE STILL \WEARING
L KMo

TEWELRY TOMORRON.,

l WHAT FOR. 7 }
ff -.

(1T me see I, 1m Tewwn oo,

WITH ALL THE JEWELRY
YOU STEAL FROM US, YOU
MUST BE MAKING A PILE
OF MOMNEY,

WHAT
HAPPEMED ?

MARTI!
HIT THE
PRINCIFAL

SHE'S
FIMISHED!

EXCUSE ME!
| DIDN'T MEAM IT !
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AFTER | WAS EXPELLED, IT WAS A REAL STRUGGLE TO FIND ANOTHER
SCHOOL THAT WOLLD ACCEPT ME. HITTING THE PRIMCIPAL WAS A
VERITABLE CRIME . BUT THANKS TO MY AUNT, WHO KNEW SOME
BUREAUCRATS IN THE EDUCATION SYSTEM, THEY MANAGED TO
PLACE ME |M AMOTHER SCHOOL . AMD THERE...

SIMCE THE ISLAMIC REFUBLIC wWasS
FOUNDED, WE HO LOMGER HAVE -
POLITICAL PRISOMERS, -

REGIME, BUT IT WAS THE ISLAMIC REGIME

MY UNCLE WAS IMPRISOMED BY THE SHAH'S
THAT ORDEREDR HIS EXECUTION,

WOU SAY THAT WE DON'T
HAVE FPOLITICAL PRISONERS
ANYMORE . BUT WE'VE
GOME FEOM S000
PRISONERS UMDER THE
SHAH TO 300,000 UNREE
YOUR REGIME .

HOW DARE VDU LIE TO
US LIKE THAT ?

Al




OBVIBUSLY, THAT EVENIMG MY
FATHER GOT A PHOME CALL.

YU KNOW WHAT THEY [0
TO THE YOUMG GIRLS THEY

S0 A GUARDIAN OF THE
RENOLUTION MARRIES HER...

IT WaS THE PRIMCIPAL OF
MARTIS SCHOOL,
APPAREMTLY SHE TOLD OFF
THE RELIGION TEACHER ., SHE
GETS THAT FROM HER UNCLE.

YOL KNOW WHAT HAPPENED
TGO NILOUFAR 7 THE GIRL YOU
MET AT KHOSEO'S HOUSE 7
THE MAN WHD MADE
PASSPORTS 7

NP TAKES HER VIRGINITY
BEFORE EXECUT NG HER., DO YU
UMDERSTAMD WHAT THAT MEANSTT?

A4E

MAYBE YOUD LIKE HER
TO END UF LIKE HIp TOO ?
EXECUTED ?

HOU KMNOW THAT IT'S
AmAINST THE Laww TO KILL
A VIEGIM..

IF SOMEQME S0 MUCH AS
TOUCHES A HAIR OM YOUR
HEAD, FLL KILL Hipn!




BUT HOW DO YU KMOW THAT FOR SURE? ND, YOUR MOTHER'S RIGHT IF THE GIRL DIES, THE
MAYBE THEY TUST EXELUTED HER! TK&D1T|DH§1LLYI WHEM A HUSBAMD HaS TO GIVE THE
GIRL GETS MARRIED, THE DOWRY TO HER FAMILY,
HUSBAND |5 SUPPOSED TO
PAY HER A DOWEY .

THAT'S WHAT HAPPENED

WITH NILOUFAR . AFTER. SHE ;

WAS EXECUTED, TO MAKE j EAly G GRS
SURE HER AWFUL FATE Was

ONDER STOOD, THEY SENT 500

TUMANS® TO HER PARENTS.

E00 TUMANS FOR THE LIFE
AND VIRGINITY OF AM
INMOCENT GIEL.

TEQUIVALEMT TO $5.00

ALL HIGHT LONG, | THOUGHT OF THAT PHRASE: "TO DIE A MARTYE 15 TO
INTECT BLOOD INTO THE VEINS OF SOCIETY." NILOUFAE WAS A REAL MARTYE,
AMD HER BLO0D CERTAIMLY DID MOT FEED QURE SOCIETY'S WEINS.

A€



W T
ONE WEEK LATER | WENT TO SEE THE PRINCIPAL TODAY, SHE ASSURED ME

THAT SHE HAD HOT SEMT A REFORT THIS TIME. BUT CONSIDERIMNG
MARTI CAM WOU COME THE FERSOMN YOU ARE ANP THE EDUCATION YOU'VE RECEIVED
HERE FOR A FEW WE THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER IF YOU LEFT IRAN.
MINUTES? WE WANT
TO TALK TO vOU.

YOUR MOTHER AMD | HAVE DECIDED

10 'EPE-ND' VOU TD -ﬁU‘STR.'A. F'R&T C-F ﬂ.LLJ EE-{:-I;'-U'E-E- H“El EJSIER TU‘ GET AR
AUSTRIAN VIS4, AND SECOND BECAUSE pY
BEST FRIEMD LIVES IM VIEMHA, [0 vOU
REMEMBER HER 7 FOZO7? SHERIME S MOM?

THERE S A FREMCH SCHOOL YOURE GUIMG 0N AHEAD OF BUT I'™ OMLY FOURTEEM!
IM VIEMMA. ONE OF THE DS, WE HAVE SOME BUSINESS VU TRUST ME 7
BEST IN EURDPE! TO TAKE CARE OF. WE'LL

JOIN YOU & FEW MONTHS
AND WHAT FROM NOW ! YOU'RE FOURTEEN AND

ARE YU GUING I KNOW HOW | BROUGHT
TO DO THERE ? YU UP. ABOVE ALL, |
TRUST YOUR ECUCATION,

ALF



YOUWRE THE SAME PERSOH WHO WENT OM VACA-
TN TO FRAMCE ALL BY YOURSELF, REMEMBER?

BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, MY PARENTS SENT ME
TO SUMMERE CAMP [N FRAMCE , MY MOTHER DIDN'T
WANT ME TO GROW UP LIKE AN OMLY CHILD,

IT'S TRUE, THAT was
GREAT . REAL INDEPEMDENCE,

WE LOVE YOU S0 MUCH THAT
WE WANT YOU TO G0.

WE FEEL IT'S BETTER FOR
YU TO BE FAR, AwWAY anb
HAFE™ THAM CLOSE BY AMD
MISERABLE, JURGING BY THE
SITUATION HERE, YOU'LL BE
BET TER OFF SOMEWHERE ELSE.

AT THAT POIMT, | STARTED TO HAVE MY DOUBTS,
WHY SAY THISE THINGS IF THEY ‘WERE COMIMNG TOO?

WE ADORE YOU!

MO | WON'T EVEE FORGET .

DO'T EVER FORGET
WHD YOU ARE!
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| REFEATED WHAT THEY HAD TOLD ME OVER AMD | STAYED UP ALL MIGHT AMD WONDERED IF THE
WER IN M HEAD, | WAS PRETTY SURE THEY MOON SHOME AS BRIGHTLY 1M VIEMMNA .
WERER'T COMING TO VIENNA,

THE MEXT DAY | FILLED A JAR | TOOK DOWH all OF My I INVITED MY GIRLFRIENDS OVER
WITH S0IL FROM OUR GARDEN. POSTERS, TO SAY GUIDEBYE.
IEAMIAN S0IL.

HERE. "M GIVIMG YOU MY MOST PRECIOUS THIMGS

| MEVER EEALIZED HOW MUCH
’ THEY LOVED ME.
S0 THAT YOU WON'T FORGET AME.,

AND | UNDERSTOOD HOW
IMPORTANT THEY WEEE TO ME.
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NIGHT AT OUR HODSE.,

CAM | SLEEP
WITH Y0U 7

GEAMDMA HOW DO WOU
HAVE SUCH ROUND BREASTS
AT YOUR AGE?

EVERY MOENIMG AND MIGHT,
I 508k THEM IM 4 BOWL OF ICE
WATER, FOR TEM MINUTES.

SHE ACTUALLY DID, AMD | KNEW

IT, | JUST WANTED TO HEAR, HER

| "WATCHED MY GRAMDAMA UMDRESS, EACH MORMNING, SHE PICKED
TASMINE FLOWERS TO PUT IM HER BRA S0 THAT SHE wiULDP SMELL
HICE . WHEN SHE UNDRESSED, YOU COULD SEE THE FLOWERS FALL
FROM HER BREASTS.

OH, ILL COME
SEE YOU,

SAY IT.

SHE TOD WasS LYING TO ME.,

IT WaS SOMETHING TO SEE

LISTEM, | BON'T WANT TO
FREACH, BUT LET ME GIVE
YOU SOME ADMICE THAT

WILL AlLwiaYs HELP YoU .

1M LIFE YOU'LL MEET A LOT OF TERKS. IF THEY HURT You,
TELL YOURSELF THAT IT'S BECAUSE THEY'RE STUPID,
THAT “WiILL HELF KEEF YOL! FR.OM REACTING TO THEIR
CRUELTY. BECAUSE THERE 15 HOTHING WORSE THAN
BITTERMESS AND VEMGEANCE.., ALWAYS KEEP YOUR

DIGHITY aMD BE TRUE TO YOURSELF,

450

| SMELLED MY GRANDMA'S
BOSOM, IT SMELLED GOOD. I'LL
HEVER FORGET THAT SMELL.




AND THE MEXT MORMIMNG .

WAKE UP! IT'S
SENEN O'ELOCK .
WEVE GOT TO GO

[ Will ALWANS BE

DON'T EVER FORGET
WHAT | TOLD voU.

(e mvwv_)
A

'm HOT COMING ALM.'

Le

THERE WAS A HUGE LIME. LOTS

OF PEQPLE WERE LEAVING THE
COUNTEY,

ESFECIALLY wOUNG BOWS,
COMSIPERED FUTURE SOLDIERS,

e [ | o | 114

THEY WERE FORBIDDEN TO
LEAVE THE COUNTREY AFTER
THEY TURMEDR THIRTEEM.
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qusﬁ,emwmwwmu}

DON'T CRY. THINK OF
YOUR FUTURE.

' EUROPE AWAITS YOU. )

AS SO0M AS YOU GET TO
WVIEMNA, GO AND EAT A
SACHERTORTE. IT'S THE MOST

DELICIOUS CHOCOLATE CAKE .

WHAT | HAD FEARED WAS TRUE.
MAYBE THEY'D COME TO VISIT,
BUT WED NEVER LIVE TOGETHER
AGAIMN.

A BlG GIRL,
———

. -\\ 'f'

[ MO TEARS. vo-u'ae]

!

\\gl-

YOUVE GOT TO &0 MOW.
COM'T FORGET 'WHO YOU ARE
AMD WHERE YOU COME FROM,
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| COULDN'T BEAR LODKIMG AT THEM THERE BEHIND THE GLASS. | COULDH'T JUsT Gﬂj
MHOTHING'S WORSE THAN SAYING GOODEYE. IT'S 4 LITTLE LIKE PYIMG.

CLOSE YOUR.
SUITCASE,
YOU CAN GO.

| TURMED ARCUND TO SEE THEM
OME LAST TIME.

IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER TO JUST G0.
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